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Church leaders unite before the Queen at an ecumenical milestone 

Milton Keynes' 
crowning glory 



‘The Church is made the sure foundation’, we sang, not just 
with joy but with a sense of triumph. For a brief moment we 
didn’t mean the Church of England, or Rome. We weren’t 
singing as Baptists or Methodists or members of the United 
Reformed Church. For once, all denominational barriers fell 
away and we were joyfully pro- 


claiming our membership of the 
one Church of Christ. The mo- 
mentous occasion was the ded- 
ication of the ecumenical Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone in Mil- 
ton Keynes on Friday, March 13 
in the presence of Her Majesty 
the Queen, the four Presidents of 
Churches Together in England 
and many other leading Church- 
men and women. 

Who will forget the moment 
when the Ecumenical Modera- 
tor of Milton Keynes, the Revd 
Hugh Cross, led the procession 
into the new church with the 
words: “ Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors: and the King of 
glory shall come in” — and the 
congregation responded: “Open! 
Open! Open!” 

Who did not marvel to see Arch- 
bishop John Carey and the Bish- 
ops of Oxford and Buckingham 
sharing the dais with Cardinal 
Basil Hume and Bishop Leo 
McCartie for the Roman Catho- 
lics, and the Revd Desmond Pem- 
berton and Dr John Newton for 
the Free Churches? 

Who could listen to Cardinal 
Hume's sermon without remem- 
bering that he was the first Ro- 
man Catholic Church leader to 
preach before the monarch since 
the Reformation? 

“A very special characteristic of 
this church , one which reveals 


by the Editor • 

in a powerful and practical way 
the Christian experience of ouf 
generation, is that it has been 
planned and built with the needs 
of the whole Christian commu- 
nity in mind,” said Cardinal 
Hume. “This simply would not 
have occurred to previous gen- 
erations, and demonstrates how 
far we are now committed to the 
work of Christian unity.” 
Paying tribute to Harry Carpen- 
ter, a former Bishop of Oxford 
who in 1967 first brought to- 
gether Church leaders in Milton 
Keynes, he said this was a mile- 
stone but not yet the destination. 
Although we no longer walked 
as strangers but as fellow pil- 
grims there was a long road yet 
to travel and hazards still to face. 
“Our commitment to Christian 
unity and to each other gives us 
a shared responsibility for the 
future of each of our Churches 
and it would be wrong to follow 
paths that would make us stran- 
gers once again “ he said. 

And that commitment was al- 
most tangible. Many of the 
packed congregation of 700 were 
visibly moved as the four Presi- 
dents jointly dedicated the 
Church and the Cornerstone's 
ministerial team stood at the 
four doors for the Dedication of 
the People. Then, representatives 



of the lay staff laid some of the 
symbols of their work before the 
altar, and Mrs Jill Perusko, Lay 
Chairman of the Church’s Ecu- 
menical Council, read from the 
Book of Revelation: “Listen, I 
stand at the door and knock, if 
anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door I will come into that 
house.” The congregation were 

(continued on back page) 
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After the dedication serv- 
ice the Ecumenical Moder- 
ator of Milton Keynes, the 
Revd Hugh Cross (next to 
Her Majesty) presented 
members of the Corner- 
stone ministerial team to the 
Queen. Pictured above left 
to right are Sister Maureen 
Farrell, FCJ; the Revd 
Michael Bums; the Revd 
Elizabeth Welch; Father 
Bennie Noonan and Canon 
David Goldie. Before leav- 
ing the church the Queen 
unveiled a commemorative 
stone in the reception area. 
Both these photos and those 
on back page : Lionel Grech. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Even if you can’t visit Mil- 
ton Keynes’ new church, 
you can go there in spirit 
with our four-page Corner- 
stone supplement (pages 9- 
12). It takes you on a pil- 
grimage around the church 
and tells you about the min- 
istry team and some of the 
Cornerstone people. 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 


onevil 

The Vforld Shop 



The DOOR sends Easter greetings to all its readers 
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FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 


[J Holloway’s 3 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND C0NCELEBRATI0N 
SIZES 

WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO GLUTEN 
FREE and SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 
Price lists and details on request from 


F A. DUMONT LTD.. High Street. Lvminge 
Folkestone. Kent CTlB 8ELTel:(0303) 863193 



CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

Boy's Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 
offers CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP Tor 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Exeter College Chapel Choir 
and Worcester College Chapel Choir 

' VOICE TRIALS 

SATURDAY 9TH MAY 
For further details, please write to 
Allan Mottram, Headmaster 
3 Brewer Street 
OXFORD OX1 1QW 
(Tel. 0865-242561) 


St. Qeorge's CfiapeC, Windsor CcustCe 

Monday, 27th April 1992 at 7.30 p.m. 

A concert in support of Windsor Festival by kind permission of 
the Dean and Canons of St. George’s Chapel. 

ORGAN RECITAL 

Marie-Claire Allain 

Toccatta and Fugue In D. minor - Bach • Passacaglia & Fugue in C. minor - Bach 
Prelude, Fugue & Variations - C'esar Frank •Toccata from Suite Gothique- Boellmann 
Impromptu and Andantino - Vieme • Litanies - Jehan Alain 
Tickets £5 

From: Dial House, Englefield Green, Surrey TW20 ODU. Tel: 0784 432618 


£15 m 

inc. J&Bnh 

p&p fijsf 

* Mo 

Schofield 


(0642) 

fhhf 

820264 

Foldaway 


legs 

41 Ambleside Grove, Acklam, 

Middlesbrough TS5 7DQ 


The Gatehouse 

Drop-in Centre for the Homeless 

is seeking a 

v Part-time Food Organiser 

10 hours per week 
Interviews on 15th April 
Job description from 
Doreen, The Gatehouse , 
Northgate Hall, St Michael St, 
Oxford OX1 2DU 
Tel: OX 792999 (mephon.) 


Hooked on 
physics 
and God 


£ I only really became 
w hooked on physics when I 
got to university. At school, I 
would have preferred English 
and Art. But my love of cricket 
drew me to physics, because the 
lab was one classroom in Arch- 
bishop Tenison’s School which 
overlooked the Kennington Oval 


den way: it was a gradual deep- 
ening of commitment. 

The person who most influ- 
enced my Christian life was an 
Indian vicar in South Harrow. In 
India, he was converted from 
Hinduism after his mother was 
widowed, and he saw the awful 
way she was treated by everyone 


God intfieCife. of... 



cricket ground, and from where I 
could watch my heroes in action. 

Once at university I had my first 
encounter with Einstein’s Theo- 
ry of Relativity. That mind-bog- 
gling experience made me angry 
that no-one had told me about it 
before. Ever since then, I’ve had 

v 

a burning desire to explain to 
others what Einstein’s theories 
are all about. This led me to write 
books for children. Getting sci- 
ence over in an enjoyable and 
palatable way at an early age is 
important. It stops people build- 
in g up a prejudice that Einstein’s 
ideas are too difficult for them. 
The books seem to work OK; 
I’ve checked out their effective- 
ness using extensive surveys — 
just as I do with my normal writ- 
ing for Open University students. 

One of the hardest things I had 
to do in earlier life was to tell my 
father that I intended to go to 
church. My mother went to 
church once a year, at Christmas; 
my father never went. He simply 
could not understand why I 
should want to. But soon I was 
going quite frequently. My con- 
version did not happen in a sud- 

Russell Stannard Is Profes- 
sor of Physics at the Open 
University, and Reader at St 
Barnabas’s, Unslade. He 
was educated at University 
College, London, and has 
worked as a high energy 
nuclear physicist in the USA, 
Italy and Switzerland. 

In 1986 he received the 
Templeton Project Trust 
Award for his work In sci- 


except the Christian missionar- 
ies. He’d come to Britain as a 
Christian, and always retained 
the special zeal of the convert — 
someone who could see the val- 
ue of Christianity from the out- 
side and didn’t take it for grant- 
ed. He had the deepest effect on 
me, and it was he who suggested 


meaning of life, science and the- 
ology, and life’s deepest prob- 
lems. I again hope to counter the 
build-up of prejudice — but this 
time a prejudice against belief in 
God. 1 was never troubled by any 
apparent conflict between sci- 
ence and religion. I was so con- 
vinced of my belief in God that 
whenever I came across any- 


Russell Stannard 

(Interviewed by GUI Poole) 


that I become a Reader in the 
Church of England. 

Once I started preaching, peo- 
ple began to ask me to give talks 
in schools about science and re- 
ligion. Many people have the 
feeling that science has caught 
out religion — a view that is 
difficult to shake once it has 
formed. Recently, John Hull, 
Professor of Religious Educa- 
tion at Birmingham University, 
read my children’s books on rel- 
ativity and suggested: “You 
ought now to do for God what 
you ’ ve done for Einstein”. That ’ s 
how I came to write my. latest 
story book for children — outhe 

ence and religion. He wrote 
Grounds for Reasonable Be- 
lief (Scottish Academic 
Press) while at Princeton. His 
relativity books are The Time 
and Space of Uncle Albert 
and Black Holes and Uncle 
Albert (Faber). 

His religious book for chil- 
dren, Here I am I (Faber) is 
due to be published this 
month. 


thing that appeared to be in con- 
flict I just knew it couldn’t be; 
there had to be a sensible expla- 
nation. I always found one. 

In fact, I took the question of 
reconciling science and religion 
so seriously that I stopped doing 
straight physics research, and in 
1987 took a year off from phys- 
ics altogether to go to the Center 
of Theological Inquiry at Princ- 
eton. As Head of the Physics 
Department at the Open Univer- 
sity, this was not easy. The sci- 
entific world places great em- 
phasis on your standing in re- 
search. But I reasoned that there 
were many physicists who could 
do the type of physics research I 
was used to doing, but not many 
people who could make the con- 
nections between science and 
theology, psychology and phi- 
losophy, and such things as I had 
read up on. And life’s too short 
to be doing that part-time. 

So I decided to concentrate my 
efforts in that field, even though 
that meant ‘ letting the side down ’ 
as far as my physics research 


was concerned. Some of my 
colleagues didn’t understand 
what I was up to, but others — 
including some of the most un- 
likely ones — saw that what I 
was doing was academically re- 
spectable and worthwhile. 

The English and Art side of 
me — the side that earlier got 
neglected at school — is now 
being realised through my chil- 
dren’s writing, and also through 
sculpture. Sculpture is a purely 
self-indulgent pastime which 
feeds a part of my personality 
that my other activities don’t 
reach! A couple of my larger 
works are installed in a quadran- 
gle at the Open University. 

When it comes to writing for 
children, my wife Maggi plays a 
vital role. It was she who orig- 
inally drew my attention to the 
work of the American psychol- 
ogist, Jerome Bruner. He 
claimed that you can teach any 
subject to any child of any age: 
it’s all a matter of finding “a 
courteous translation”. 

Had she not introduced me to 
Bruner, I would never have had 
the courage to think that chil- 
dren of 11 and 12 could study 
relativity and deep theological 
questions. Since the first book 
became something of a best- 
seller, her job is now to keep my 
feet on the ground! 

I’ve also had good support 
from the congregation at St Barn- 
abas ’ s Church, Linslade — even 
though they do pull my leg about 
being subjected to physics les- 
sons from the pulpit, thinly A 
disguised as sermons. S 



DONT THROW IT 
AWAY REPAIR IT 

We are specialists in the repair of 
quality pens. We're one of the few 
for Parker "51 " and "61 " models 
whether it's a major fault or simply a 
general service. This is just an 
•example, we can repair "99" per 
cent of makes from 1920 makes to 
present day models. 

DO YOU REALISE 
YOUR PEN'S 
TRUE VALUE? 

Like a classic car, old pens have 
high value and pen collectors may 
often pay hundreds of pounds for 
what may appear to be an ordinary 
pen. So, regardless of condition, 
telephone or write for further details 
and advice for valuable pens. 
Simply pop your pen in the post for 
free quotation, excluding postage. 

Dep Door, 1 Charbury Mews, 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV31 1SS 


( 0926 ) 881413 



Buy one 
pair . . . 

choose two! 

When you buy new specs and choose 
a frame costing £24.95 or more you 
can have a complete pair free from 
a large selection of special styles. 

Offer covers same single vision prescription from stock lenses. 

Non-standard, specialised or bifocal lenses available at a small extra charge. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. ' 

Specsavers ©ptstare 

42 Northbrook Street, Newbury. 

Telephone (0635) 46105 

David Grieves FAD0 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 


m 


AMMERDOWN 

CENTRE 

Friday tth-Snday 10th May 1002 

TUCKERING 

FAITH 1 

St. Mark’s Gospel and Modern Life 
Led by: 

Revd. Christopher Burdon 

(Author of "Stumbling on 
God'SPCK) 

For further details apply to 
Mrs Esther Robinson 
The Ammerdown Centre 
Radstock 
Bath BA3 5SW 
Telephone: 

Mendip (0761) 433709 


Sick Pay 
Problems? 

If you are sick - who pays the 
bills? 

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY'S 


JOIN OUR SICKNESO BENEFIT 
SCHEME 

Other insurances also available 
For details write to: 

© 

ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS 


Freepost, 51 Hill Avenue, 
Amersham, 

Bucks HP6 5BR 


or telephone (0494 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 


'c 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses 

# 2 Year Diploma Courses 

— Ail Courses oo a Home Study E 
For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G26AB. 


e 1 Year Diploma Courses 
• Training Resources 
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Churches' 

welfare 

strategy 


Churches and religious groups 
are helping to support Berkshire 
County Council to improve the 
quality of care for people in need. 
— as the outcome of a confer- 
ence in Reading last month, when 
leaders and representatives from 
a wide range of religious groups 
joined Social Services staff to 
discuss community care. 

The conference underlined how 
churches and religious groups 
have an important part to play in 
identifying local need. The Di- 
rector of Social Services, Anne 
Parker, explained how part of 
the new role of Social Services is 
to encourage voluntary groups 
to work with them. 

Examples of ecumenical 
projects were given by Mrs Jean 
Elton of the Maidenhead Care 
good neighbour scheme and Mrs 
Christine Crocker of the Church- 
es in Reading Drop In Centre. 


IN BRIEF 

The Duke and Duchess of Marl- 
borough, the Bishop of Dorches- 
ter and the choir from the US AF 
Base, Upper Heyford joined pa- 
rishioners at Ardley-with-Few- 
cott on March 22 to celebrate the 
completion of three years’ res- 
toration at St Mary’s Church. 

# The Very Revd Francis Pratt, 
a former Archdeacon of Buck- 
ingham and Provost of South- 
well, died in Oxford on March 3. 
After retiring, he returned to this 
Diocese and was a member of 
the Diocesan Advisory Commit- 
tee for the Care of Churches. 

# The 1991 Historic Churches 
Trust Bike Ride raised more than 
£73,000 — £12,000 more than 
last year. “This puts us in the top 
four counties ” said Oxfordshire 
organiser, George Russell. The 
1992 ride is on September 12. 

# The Southcourt/Walton Court 
Community Project’s adventure 
playground in Aylesbury is hav- 
ing an open day on May 1 at 
3.30pm to which all are wel- 
come. The playground, which is 
supported by local churches, is 
also seeking a new play-worker/ 
manager. Anyone interested 
should contact Jackie Atkinson 
on 0296 23710. 


Telling them how it is 


Every house in the Parish of St Michael and All 
Angels, Amersham on the Hill, has received a leaflet 
telling them about their church, its services and 
activities. 

The leaflets -were delivered by members of the s 
congregation in a mail shot campaign launched on 
March 22. “St Michael’s has its own unique atmos- 
phere,” says the vicar, the Revd Brian Griffiths, “and 
we want to let people know about us and what we 
have to offer to the community.” 

What is it that is different about St Michael’s? 


According to Brian Griffiths it creates an atmos- 
phere in which people “are free to question and to 
discover for themselves something of the depth 
and richness that life can offer.” 

The mailshot is the first step in a publicity 
campaign to make people more aware of St 
Michael’s. It will be followed up by an Open Day 
on Saturday June 6 when all the church’s organi- 
sations will be demonstrating what they do. “We 
have a good product,” says Brian Griffiths. “We 
shouldn’t be afraid to market ourselves.” 


A Gospel 
for the rich 

The rich man in the Gospel was challenged to give away his money. 
The Bible tells us that love of money is the root of all evil. Are 
Christianity and wealth contradictory? 

Is there a Gospel for the Rich ? The Christian in a Capitalist World 
(Mowbrays, £12.99) is an important new book by Richard Harries, 
the Bishop of Oxford, which explores what it means for those who 
operate in the market place, those who own shares, those who invest. 

He believes there is good news 


Tithing — a personal lead 


Members of the Oxford Dioce- 
san Synod have voted to practise 
what they preach, by commit- 
ting themselves individually to 
the traditional ‘tithe’ ( giving ten 
per cent of their income to a 
Christian cause ). 

We cannot invite others to ex- 
press their commitment to Christ 
by giving sacrificially unless we 
have first also given sacrificially 
ourselves. That was the chal- 
lenge Philip Giddings, set be- 
fore the Synod when he intro- 
duced his motion on Christian 
giving at the start of a remarka- 
ble debate on February 29. 

“This motion is about what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ,” said Dr Giddings, who 
is a member of Greyfriars 
Church, Reading, and Lay Chair- 
man of the Synod. “The impor- 
tance of the tithe is that it gives 
us a Biblical standard against 
which to measure the serious- 
ness of our commitment, the 
depth of our joy” 

The motion, seconded by the 
Bishop of Reading, was seen as 
the first stage of a process of 
teaching about giving through- 
out the Diocese. By passing it 
unopposed. Synod members 
committed themselves to putting 
into practice what they are now 
asking others to do. 

The integration of Faith and 
Work and the establishment of 
Faith and Work groups is anoth- 
er priority, for the Decade of 
Evangelism. Geoffrey Brand, 
introducing the debate, urged 
members to beware of the false 
distinctions between the sacred 
and the secular. The motion “be- 
lieving that Baptism requires our 
discipleship to be expressed in 
our daily life and work” called 
upon PCCs to consider how peo- 
ple of God may be enabled to do 
this better, and to explore the 
setting up of Faith and Work 
groups. It was carried warmly. 


Canon Ron Mitchinson, the 
Diocesan Industrial Chaplain, 
said that industrial mission was 
not just about factory and work- 
place visiting but also about “or- 
ganised activity by the Churches 
in the industrial sector of our 
contemporary society”. Unem- 
ployment and technology had 
brought into question the whole 
future of work as we understood 
it, and we needed to understand 
alternatives to those traditional 
patterns — “a new Life ethic 
rather than a new work ethic”. 


One simple way that PCCs could 
help, said the Revd Cameron 
Butland, was by having a cycle 
of prayer for local industries. 

Earlier in the day Cowley lost 
a bid to limit the increase in the 
Share to the rate of inflation; But 
a Witney proposal to introduce a 
discount (or supplement) scheme 
to encourage payment by month- 
ly instalments was carried. A 
Milton Keynes suggestion of an 
annual adjustment to the Poten- 
tial Income Figure was amend- 
ed, “encouraging the working 


party currently looking at the 
parish Share to note the desire 
for a system of annual adjust- 
ment.” Debate ranged from con- 
demnation of Diocesan ‘profli- 
gacy’ in spending on the Dioce- 
san Board of Stewardship, Train- 
ing, Education and Mission 
(STEM) and on The DOOR as a 
‘freebie’, to admiration for the 
same institutions. 

Penelope Keens 
Penelope Keens is a member of 
the Milton Keynes Christian 
Council and its Executive. 




Bless this house! 



for us all — including the rich. 

The Bishop’s book, to be pub- 
lished in May, is likely to attract 
considerable media attention. He 
is an acknowledged expert on 
ethical investment and last year 
challenged the Church Commis- 
sioners’ own investment policy 
in the High Court. The collapse 
of Communism in Eastern Eu- 
rope has also reawakened the 
debate about the nature of capi- 
talism . In his book Bishop Rich- 
ard argues that Christians should 
work in the capitalist system ful- 
ly aware that it is both congruous 
and hostile to Christian values. 
There will be more about the 
Bishop’s book in the May Issue. 

New principal 

Two vergers from Saint Albans 
Abbey were among the large 
gathering at St Mary’s, Witney, 
to welcome Canon Bryan Pettif- 
er as the new Principal of the 
Oxfordshire Area Christian 
Training Scheme. 

The Bishop of Dorchester pre- 
sided at a Eucharist and in his 
sermon he traced the origins of 
the Training Scheme from its 
early days under James Barnett 
in the Vestry at Witney. He con- 
gratulated the Revd Gill Sumn- 
er, the retiring Principal. 

For the deaf 

A Deaf Awareness Day is being 
held at the Deaf Centre in Ox- 
ford on Thursday, June 25. 
Speakers will include Canon 
James Clarke, Secretary of the 
General Synod Advisory Board 
of Ministry Committee for Min- 
istry among Deaf People, and 
the Revd Roger Williams, Chap- 
lain with Deaf People in this 
Diocese. Details from Roger 
Williams on 0235 815047. 


The Bishop of Dorchester showed his skills as a barman 
recently when he blessed and re-opened the Red Lion Pub, 
Chalgrove. The pub, which has been extensively refurbished, 
is a least 350 years old. It has been owned by a charity 
belonging to St Mary’s, Chalgrove, throughout its known 
history. The income has to be directed to the upkeep of the 
fabric of the church. The Vicar, the Revd Ian Cohen, was the 
Licensee until the licence was transferred to the new lease- 
holders, Chris and Lynn Hall. 


General Synod Report 


by Hilary Unwin 


Putting homeless on the agenda 


A parish in Nottinghamshire was so concerned 
at the extent of homelessness, that it put for- 
ward a resolution which made its way right up 
to the February General Synod. We heard from 
many people of the situation in their areas. We 
heard of the work of housing associations, and 
of the experiences of some of the London 
churches trying to cope with a flood of home- 
less. We passed* a resolution calling on the 
Church and the Government to take action to 
improve the situation. 

A similar debate followed on the care of the 
mentally ill. Again, we heard tragic stories 
from people’s own experience. The role of the 
Church in community care was discussed, and 
it was felt that we needed training to do this 
well. Few people could get excited about the 
Final Drafting of the Priests (Ordination of 


Women) Measure, so much had been said 
already. A few minor amendments were 
made, including a special one to cover Christ 
Church , Oxford. There was a rather ill-, 
tempered debate on the voting results from 
the dioceses, when both sides interpreted the 
figures to their advantage. 

Much time was given to the consideration 
of a new Team and Group Ministries Report 
and Measure. The new proposals seem to be 
designed to enable the rest of the Church to 
catch up with the Oxford Diocese. Since the 
Bishop of Reading was one of the working 
party, perhaps this is not so surprising. 

There were two other short debates, many 
fringe meetings and the famous hockey match 
between the bishops and the Mothers’ Union 
to fill the gaps. The highlight of the sessions 


was a visit from Terry Waite. We had last 
seen him shortly before his fateful trip to the 
Lebanon. Now, he came to thank a packed 
Synod for the prayerful support that had 
been offered by the Church during his long 
ordeal. His experience of darkness while 
imprisoned made him particularly moved 
by the news (heard on a radio during the later 
stages) that churches were burning candles 
for him. Synod gave an enthusiastic, though 
tearful, welcome back to one of its own. 
Reports: Team and Group Ministries (GS 
993); Community Care and Mental Health 
(GS Misc 386); Ordination of Women to the 
Priesthood.. 

Hilary Unwin is Training Officer for the 
Amersham Deanefy, and a member of Gen- 
eral Synod. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 
Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 


Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


uest financial services- 
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NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

Wc exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you arc 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

Wc are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 

WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS ( Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace, Waterfoot, Rossendale. 
Lancashire, BB4 9JQ 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

* FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 


AS*! 

: SEENl 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


mius 


1992 Summer School 
of Christian Drama 

Friday 31st July to Friday 7th August 

The Hayes Conference Centre Swan wick, Derbyshire. Professional tutors. 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton Chapel, Kennington 
Road, London SEI 7QP. 

Telephone: 071-401 2422. 



Pegasus Thamesnorth 
Retirement Homes pic 
23a High St. South, Olney, Bucks MK46 4AA 
Tel: 0234 240044 Fax: 0234 240291 

PEGASUS ASSISTED 
__ LIVING SERVICE 

A Quality Service at Home for Retired People 

Do you, a relative, or a friend or neighbour need a helping hand around the home. 

Whether it is to maintain independence or just to give you some extra time to 
enjoy your retirement we can assist with cleaning, shopping or meal preparation. 
Pegasus Assisted Living Service is a private homecare agency. Our staff are fully 
vetted for security purposes and we train our staff to high standards to assist them 
in giving a quality, flexible service to our clients. We can provide: - 
Houschold Duties: Cleaning, Shopping, Laundry, Meal Preparation. 
Maintenance: Handyman, Gardening. 

Introductory offer £4.60 per hour plus V.A.T 
For a brochure and further information please contact: Miss Sue Jacobs, 
Manager, Pegasus Thamesworth Retirement Homes pic, 23a High Street 
South, Olney, Bucks MK46 4AA 

Tel: 0234 240044 Fax: 0234 240291 


MAPLEDURHAM 

HOUSE, WATERMILL A COUNTRY PARK 

4 miles north-west of Reading on the north bank of the 
River Thames 



Easter Sunday to end of September, 

Weekends and Public Holidays 

HOUSE: 2.30-5pm 

WATERMILL: 1.30-5.00pm Winter Sundays 2-4pm 
COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC PARK: 12.30pm-7pm 
Last entry 5pm 

Midweek Guided party visits by arrangement. Gift Shop 
Hand-made cream teas and Refreshments. 

River Cruise from Caversham to Mapledurham 
2.00pm on Open Days. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House, Reading RG4 7TR. 
Telephone: 0734 723350 


heights 


Christian Resoui Fes Exhibition 

. TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 

I |pP^' 10 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. daily. 

Sandown Park Exhibition Centre, Esher, Surrey 



O nce each year at Sandown Park, Esher you have a 
remarkable four day opportunity to see, hear, compare 
and make discoveries of resources you didn’t even know 
existed at the largest assembly of caring, spiritual, practical 
and recreational resources for Christians in Britain. We urge 
you to use that opportunity. 

The Christian Resources Exhibition is a unique event which 
plays an increasingly important part in informing church 
leaders and active Christians. At CRE you will find hundreds 
of exhibitors and dozens of lecturers plus CPAS training talks, 
all providing answers to the challenges you face. You will be 
stimulated and encouraged by constructive new ways to meet 
the high calling of mission and evangelism with a special 
emphasis on the young. 

You will be able to call upon a host of practical exhibitors 
too, experts in church building and refurbishment, supplies 
and equipment, finance and administration. You will meet the 
entire range of Christian media, music, the arts, recreational 
pursuits, and those concerned with caring for others. 

Indeed, every resource that your church, school, mission, 
bookshop or charity could ever hope to find in one place. CRE 
saves time and money. It inspires and encourages and on top 
of that you will be able to enjoy superb choral, organ and 
piano concerts and visit a special feature for training young 
people run by Scripture Union. 

Now is the time to send for fully detailed leaflets and to 
organise a group - because it is better to take it all in as a 
team. Whatever your role in your church or school ... come to 


Esher in May to benefit from the exhibition for forward looking 
Christians who want to rise to new heights. 

Advance 140 page handbook with your ticket if you pre- 
book. Savings for groups. Free carparking. Order leaflets and 
posters. Do it today, or ‘phone us for leaflets/posters. 


ORDER FORM 

Christian Resources Exhibition , 

2 Forge House , Summerleys Road, 

Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks HP17 9DT 
Tel: (08444) 2894 Fax: (08444) 4988 


Please send (‘state quantity) CRE Esher 

* Leaflets (Free) 

* Posters (Free) 

* Advance adult tickets @ £3.50 each £ 

* Advance OAP/children/disabled tickets 

' @ £2.50 each £ 

* Season tickets <S> £6.00 per adult £ 

Tickets include a free copy of the £2.00 handbook sent in advance to you. 
Cheques payable tb: CHRISTIAN RESOURCES EXHIBITIONS LTD. 

3 or more tickets, deduct 10% TOTAL £ 


NAME 

ADDRESS . 


. POSTCODE . 





Why do I, a Christian, represent 
the Labour party? Not because it 
is perfect, or has an unspotted 
history. Nevertheless, in the real 
world of Britain today I believe it 
to be the only party which both 
comes anywhere near my Chris- 
tian vision of society as commu- 
nity, and is able to form an alter- 
native government. We desper- 
ately need such an alternative af- 
ter the last destructive 13 years. 

I stress community, because I 
believe in a gospel of sharing and 
self-denial, not a philosophy 
which tolerates gross discrepan- 
cies between rich and poor. I be- 
lieve that Jesus’ message was one 
of internationalism before nation- 
alism, of security through justice, 
and of individual responsibility 
before God for what we do with 
our talents. With many in the La- 
bour party I think that threatening 
to incinerate millions of people 
elsewhere is not the way of love 
and peace, but at least I rejoice 
that the Labour party is commit- 
ted to negotiating away weapons 
of mass destruction. 

More than that, it is committed, 
not to tax cuts by further borrow- 
ing, but to raising old age pen- 
sions from their present misera- 
ble minimum, to restoring child 
benefit at least to its pre-frozen 
level; to meeting the UN overseas 
aid target; to proper funding rath- 
er than market economy for the 
NHS; and to releasing the capital 



which will enable local authori- 
ties to build homes and not hu- 
miliate the homeless in bed and 
breakfast accommodation. 

Above all, I believe in a coun- 
try and a world which works 
together as a community — us- 
ing responsibly the resources 
which God has given for the 
benefit of all. From the first page 
of the Bible to the last it is clear 
that we are only trustees, not 
freeholders of what we have. I 
see that spirit of trusteeship in 
much Labour party thinking to- 
day, especially in what it prom- 
ises by way of protection for 
animals and the environment. 
My Christian Labour heroes 
range from Keir Hardie to Don- 
ald Soper. I am proud to repre- 
sent a party in which they had 
and have their place. 

Bruce Kent is the prospective 
Labour party candidate for Ox- 
ford West & Abingdon. He is 
president of the International 
Peace Bureau , and a freelance 
writer and lecturer. 


Who gets my vote? 

Christians clearly ought to vote but how? The trouble is the Bible can 
provide support for different political positions. Philip Giddings, Lay 
Vice-President of the Oxford Diocesan Synod and a member of the 
General Synod is also a Lecturer in Politics at Reading University. His 
booklet Who gets my vote? (UCCF Books, 38 De Montfort Street, 
Leicester LE1,7GP, £1.95 ) is essential reading for the Christian voter. It 
contrasts contemporary and Christian values and then looks at each party 
and its policies. There is also a useful reading list. 


Mike Woodin, Green Party 



After months of writing speeches 
on everything from the future of 
the UN to traffic calming in West 
Oxford, it’s very refreshing to be 
asked to write about the links be- 
tween my politics and faith. For, 
as the campaign-proper gets un- 
der way, there is no better time to 
be reminded of why I am standing 
for the Green Party. 

Conventional politics is abso- 
lutely materialist. It measures our 
standard of living in pure finan- 
cial terms, and believes that the 
faster the rate of throughput of our 
economy, and hence the faster the 
destruction of the planet and its 
inhabitants, the more prosperous 
we are. My religious background 
leads me to believe that, aside 
from its ecological consequenc- 
es, this ideology degrades and sti- 
fles the human spirit and erodes 
co-operation in society. 

I am Jewish, but was brought up 
within the Christadelphian com- 


munity which adopted many Jew- 
ish orphan refugees from Hit- 
ler’s Germany, such as my moth- 
er. The early awareness of such 
a tragic family history, combined 
with a thorough Biblical ground- 
ing typical of the Christadelphi- 
ans would, I believe, lead anyone 
to the same conclusion: that be- 
yond basic material needs, hu- 
man happiness results from emo- 
tional and spiritual security with- 
in a co-operative and tolerant 
community, and that communi- 
ty.’ s goal must be the happiness 
of all its members. 

My experience of the radical 
social message of Jesus, and the 
richness of Jewish communal life 
convinces me that the only way 
to achieve these aims is through 
building a society which seeks to 
include and empower all, by 
bringing real power back to the 
grass-roots level. Only then will 
we have the freedom to decide 
for ourselves to live in a way 
which is not exploitative and 
unsustainable. There is no other 
place for me than the Green Par- 
ty, as such thinking forms the 
centrepiece of its programme. 

Dr Mike Woodin lectures in psy- 
chology at Balliol College, Ox- 
ford. He is active in many local 
campaigns and received 24 per 
cent of the vote in last year's 
local elections. He is prospec- 
tive parliamentary candididate 
for Oxford West and Abingdon. 
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Your vote as a Christian 


John Patten, Conservative 


As a general election approaches it is natural 
in a Church paper to ask ‘What is the role of 
the Church in the contest?’ 

For some, the answer is quite simple. The 
Church should ‘keep out of politics’, so 
religion is not an issue. This is often taken to 
mean that ours is a secular society — neither 
politicians when formulating their policies, 
nor citizens when casting their votes should 
be concerned with Christian principles. 

Others find this answer intolerable. Chris- 
tianity cannot be confined to people’s per- 
sonal lives or to ‘churchy’ matters. It has 
implications for public life, and that means 
politics. So churches and their active mem- 
bers should have no hesitation in forming 
pressure groups, and campaigning for what- 
ever seems to them to be the most Christian 
solution to social and economic problems. 

The first response is pretty clearly wrong. 
Ours is not a secular society. Not only do we 
have an established Church, but the vast 
majority of the population profess them- 
selves Christians. Moreover, the proportion 
of politicians who are active members of 
their churches is almost certainly higher than 
the national average, and many of them see 
their political work as an expression of their 
Christian allegiance. 

It is significant that we do not have political 
parties with the word ‘Christian’ in their 
titles, such as the ‘Christian democratic’ par- 
ties common on the European continent. 
This does not mean that in Britain Christian- 
ity has nothing to do with politics. The as- 
sumption is, rather, that devout Christians 
are found in all the major parties, and that 
their Christianity will inform their politics. 

This being so, another simple solution about 
the relationship between Christianity and 
politics is ruled out — that membership of 
only one party is compatible with Christian 
principles, and one cannot be a good Chris- 
tian while belonging to any of the others. It is 
. obvious that there are good Christians who 
are Socialists, and are Socialists largely 
through Christian conviction; and that there 
are good Christians who are Conservatives, 


Against the background of 
the 1992 general election, 
Professor Basil Mitchell 
examines the links between 
faith and politics, and 
concludes that no party has a 
monopoly of Christian values 

or Liberal Democrats or Greens, equally 
from Christian conviction. 

It is hard to maintain that all but one lot of 
them have altogether failed to notice how 
incompatible their political allegiance is with 
their Christian faith. It is more sensible to 
acknowledge that there are important ele- 
ments in the Christian tradition itself which 
favour the political philosophies of each of 
the contending parties. Thus the Left owes 



much of its inspiration to the vision of the 
Kingdom of God on earth as a society in 
which the relations between people should 
be free, and equal and co-operative, as they 
can often be in small face-to-face communi- 
ties. The Right, by contrast, has been more 
impressed by the reality of sin, and hence by 
the inevitable limitations of large-scale po- 
litical action and the corruptions attendant 


upon the exercise of power. Historically 
speaking, the temptation for the Left has 
been to override people ’ s liberties unduly in 
search of the ideal, and of the Right to 
acquiesce too readily in established pat- 
terns of injustice. 

It is not easy to be a Christian in politics. 
‘The art of the possible’ politics inevitably 
involves compromise, and this for two rea- 
sons. Political choices are very often choic- 
es between evils or between very incompat- 
ible goods. What the onlooker sees as the 
ideal solution to a problem may not, in fact, 
be possible because of decisions previously 
taken or commitments which cannot be 
escaped. The best the Christian in politics 
can often do is to hold on to the principles 
which, in a particular situation, have to be 
compromised, and to compromise them as 
little as possible. This would be the case 
even if all those involved acknowledged 
these principles, but although this is broadly 
a Christian country, the acceptance of Chris- 
tian values (or agreement about them) can- 
not always be presupposed, and laws have 
to be made for everyone and be, as far as 
possible, acceptable to everyone. 

Given that so many of those who are 
actively involved in politics are convinced 
Christians, the primary role of the Church is 
to give them comfort and inspiration as 
individuals who are giving their Christian 
witness in a particularly demanding milieu. 
That the Church should officially pronounce 
on particular issues is sometimes appropri- 
ate, but it is important that in less public 
ways there should be available a Christian 
critique of social and political matters which 
can help those in different parties to assess 
the bearing of their faith upon their politics. 

Professor Basil Mitchell was formerly Nol- 
lotch Professor of Philosophy of the Chris- 
tian Religion at Oxford University. His 
books include , most recently How to Play 
Theological Ping Pong (Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1989, £8.99). He is a regular 
worshipper at St Mary's, Wootton near 
Woodstock. 


As what is called in Northern 
Ireland, where I was once happi- 
ly a Minister, a ‘cradle Catholic’ 
and one educated by the Jesuits 
to boot, whether I like it or not 
matters of moral judgement gnaw 
away at my daily life as an MP 
and a Minister. 

Much of my work over the last 
13 years since has been intrinsi- 
cally private, dealing with the 
private concerns, fears and wor- 
ries of those who come and see 
me, and write to me — I get 
about 250 let- 
ters a week 
from and 
about the con- 
stituency. But 
I hope that an- 
yone, whether 
of religious 
faith or not, 
would treat 
those pleas for 
help with all 
the compas- 
sion they can 
muster _ it is 
the central 
core of our job. 

On the 
broader can- 
vas, as a Conservative Govern- 
ment Minister helping to make 
laws and taking daily decisions 
which affect the lives of individ- 
uals and communities, many of 
them concerned with the world 
of criminal justice, I find my 
work immensely strengthened by 
my Christian faith. I hope it 
guides me to do that which is 
morally right, practical and 
achievable — all of which things 
make up a good rather than a bad 
ministerial/political decision. 

I often get asked at Church 
meetings about that word ‘com- 
promise ’ and whether politicians 


should. In trying to help to repre- 
sent the views of more than 
70,000 constituents, it is hardly 
surprising that compromise 
comes in. It is just that politi- 
cians do it in the full glare of 
publicity. 

That is not to say that com- 
promise is all, or that politics, 
like religion these days, should 
be about the lowest common de- 
nominator. There are always is- 
sues over which one cannot and 
should not compromise, if it 
means moral 
values going 
out the win- 
dow — and in 
my public life 
I draw the line 
very firmly un- 
der abortion, 
experiments 
on embryos, 
euthanasia, 
and capital 
punishment. 
To borrow yet 
another phrase 
from Northern 
Ireland, on 
these issues 
‘not an inch’ 

The Rt Hon John Patten, MP, 
was a University lecturer at Ox- 
ford before entering Parliament 
in 1979. Married to Louise, they 
have a 5-year old daughter at a 
Catholic Primary School. 

He has been a Parliamentary 
Undersecretary in the Northern 
Ireland Office and in the De- 
partment of Health, Minister of 
State for Housing, Urban Af- 
fairs and Construction and most 
recently Minister of State at the 
Home Office. He is standing 
again for Oxford West and Ab- 
ingdon. 



for me. 


fhe Election — social issues 


All local Councils of Churches have been sent a 
General Election briefing paper prepared under 
the auspices of the Council of Churches for Brit- 
ain and Ireland. They have also been encouraged 
to hold meetings with parliamentary candidates. 

The Oxford Diocesan Board for Social Respon- 
sibility (BSR) has copies of this briefing paper 


which raises questions about a range of social 
issues. The BSR also has briefing papers pre- 
pared by Christian organisations concerned with 
poverty, housingand homelessness and world de- 
velopment. 

The BSR’s election response is being co-ordinat- 
ed by Canon Ron Mitchinson on 0865 862535. 



Ian Blair, Liberal Democrat 


As a Christian, I firmly believe 
that everyone, irrespective of 
intellect, wealth or cultural back- 
ground is of high and equal val- 
ue in the sight of God. I also 
believe that God wishes us to 
work for the establishment of a 
caring society, in which service 
to others is regarded more highly 
than personal gain. 

It was to convert these beliefs 
into practical action that I be- 
came involved in politics, both 
as a county councillor and as a 
parliamentary candidate. There 
are no absolutes in politics, so 
one must accept that individual 
Christians can be attracted, in all 
good conscience, to the basic 
philosophy of different parties. 
The fundamental principle of 
Liberal Democracy, in its con- 
cern for the individual, and its 
desire to establish a fair and just 
society, sits most comfortably 
with my own Christian beliefs. 

While supporting the principle 
of a free market economy in 



which individuals can achieve 
their full potential and make their 
maximum contribution to socie- 
ty, Liberal Democrats also be- 
lieve that public services, such 
as health and education, should 
be provided on the basis of need 
rather than ability to pay. 

We believe that organisational 
stuctures should work for, not 
against, the individual. For ex- 
ample, fairness and justice are 
more easily achieved if we all 
have freer access to information 


and if our rights and responsibil- 
ities as citizens are more clearly 
defined . We also believe that 
people feel more involved in 
decision-making within a voting 
system which more fairly reflects 
the full spectrum of public opin- 
ion. All of these distinctive Lib- 
eral Democrat policies clearly 
relate to Christian principles. 

It is sometimes difficult in the 
rough and tumble of political 
debate to remind oneself that the 
objective is to express the love of 
God by working to improve the 
lot of real individual people. But 
that is the challenge for a Chris- 
tian in politics. 

Ian Blair, Liberal Democratic 
parliamentary candidate for 
Witney, is a Harwell scientist 
and an Oxfordshire County 
Councillor, and is training to be 
a Reader. His wife, Lynda, is an 
Education Adviser with the Lo- 
cal Education Authority, and a 
Licensed Reader in the Oxford 
Diocese . 


DON'T OVERLOOK THE MISSION FIELD ON YOUR DOORSTEP 


MISSION FOR CHRIST 


We exist to assist 
you to share your faith 
in the community 


"NO PLACE TOO SMALL NO TASK TOO GREAT" 




LUXURY WEDDING 
HIRE 

LE MANS 
BLUE 

ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other 
functions. 

Competetive rates. 



REFLECTIONS 

Mobile Discotheque 

Extensive use of quality equipment using 
the latest technology. All venues and func- 
tions catered for. Best prices with large 
selection of music from the 60s-90s. 
Contact : Mark Holmes 


443 Banbury Road, Oxford. Telephone: Oxford 52073 



OAC 


STAGECOACH 

Performing Arts 
Training for Children 
and Teenagers in 
OXFORD & AYLESBURY 

NEW CENTRES OPENING APRIL 


London-based Stage School invites applicants for Summer Term. 

Classes for 6-16 year-olds are for three hours per week outside school hours in 
modern/jazz dance, drama, voice and singing. No previous training or experience is 
necessary. Talented children may be offered for profesional work in theatre, film, 
television, radio and modelling through the school's own Agency. 

Prospectus and application form from 

The Principal, Stagecoach, 28 Pool Road, West Molesey, 

Surrey KT8 2HE. Tel: 081 941 3150. 

Other Centres in London, Windsor, Surrey, Kent, Northampton, Stamford, Peterborough, 
Derby 
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OLD BRIDWELL 


In the grounds 

of a 

regency mansion 


Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in 
the heart of the Devonshire countryside, 
individually stuled and colour co-ordi- 
nated. 

These cottages, forming a courtyard 
round the old pumphouse. Other elegant 
and spacious accommodation - set in 
the beautiful grounds of one of the 
largest privately owned country estates 
in the West country. Guests have full 
use of the owners private club. Wid- 
worth Count Sports and Leisure Club 
facilities including tennis court, squash 
court, heated outdoor swimming pool, 
poolside restaurant, indoor leisure spa, 
complex, comprising of swimming 
pool, jacuzzi, saunas, steam room, 
solarium and bars. Children and pets 
welcome.Enjoy the Difference. 



In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each cottage 
offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob : Fridge : Freezer : Washer/Dryer : Filter coffee maker : Glassware 
Full table settings for 12 guests : Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space 
Colour television : Bed settee : Luxury bathrooms : Security system with monitor screen 
All pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 


We are able to recommend to you some of the 
finest local restaurants such as Galgani’s Italian 
restaurant and The Deer Park Hotel at Honiton or 
for home cooking, Rullands at Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf 
are available locally and for the trout fisherman, 
Bridwell Park Estate has the fishing rights to 
approximately 1 mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a 
touring holiday then there are many areas of spe- 
cial interest such as Exmoor and Dartmoor 
National Parks, The Blackdown Hills (designated 
as an area of outstanding beauty) and Exeter with 
its impressive Cathedral. Lace making at Honiton, 
the picturesque market town of Tiverton, Taunton 
famous for cider or the beautiful gardens at 
Knightshayes which are considered one of the best 
examples of an English country garden. Cheddar 
Gorge, Wookey Hole and the clean beaches of 
Exmouth, Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton, 
Branscombe, Seaton and Lyme Regis together with 
the North Devon coast are all within easy reach. 
Our resident manager can provide more detailed 
information on all these places and more. 


j^HH 

SUBSTANTIAL 

"sr \. 

'****>; % .■ m 


DISCOUNTS 

lAumcmZ 

# W -~T 

rra» €k -V'"; 

** leers*] 

CwWon' UW.U1J* 

• . CHAfUi 

m 

7* uomtiMt 

' <0 IfWt 

. tJ( f 

_ 

AVAILABLE 

Sf*70K 

SHMOU1M , _ \ 

tWKnrm «/ 

/ j'S' 

S newron . 

AM w* 

i TOVXiAY 

_ _J 


Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 

The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 

Tel: (0883) 744783 
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A giant step for all Christians 


designated area of the new town, there are also the old 
towns of Stoney Stratford, Olney, Wolverton, Bletch- 
ley and Newport Pagnell. The Churches are working 
ecumenically in those areas too, some more closely 
than others and in many different ways. There is a 
local ecumenical covenant, for instance, in Wolver- 
ton, and there is also one in 
Bletchley. Wolverton has five 
churches, two Anglican, a 
Methodist, a URC and a Ro- 
man Catholic. Bletchley has 
ten, and brings together 
churches right across the spec- 
trum. In the Bletchley cove- 
nant there is also a local ecu- 
menical project with an An- 
glican/Baptist congregation in 
North Bletchley, a shared 
building of Anglicans and 
Baptists at St Frideswide’s, 

Water Eaton, and a close re- 
lationship in many of the 
things they do together. Di- 
versity is very much a legiti- 
mate part of the new era of 
Churches Together. 

There has been a bit of an 
anti-ecumenical backlash, 
particularly from some more 
fundamental churches who 
feel the movement waters down the Christian faith. 
Would you have any sympathy with them ? 




Moderator of Milton Keynes, 
talks to the Editor 

What does the opening of the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone mean to you personally? 

I’m excited aboutit first of all because it will be a 
landmark in this great city, and in particular a prime 
Christian witness of the work of the Churches here. 
Secondly, I am thrilled because the four Presidents 
of Churches Together in England participated at the 
church’s dedication. They normally only attend na- 
tional events together, so we feel rather special. 

Could you set this event in the context of the ecumen- 
ical movement as a whole? 

The Church of Christ the Cornerstone is unique 


.‘The trouble is, our understanding of the 
Christian Church is too narrow. If you 
see it in the broadest terms you discover 
it contains many people with whom you 
disagree enormously but you have got to 
come to terms with what they believe 
and practice as part of the Church.’ 


because it is the first, and so far the only purpose- 
built city centre church in the world that is owned, 
managed and used by the five denominations who 
use it. From the Oxford Diocese’s point of view, the 
fact that this experience is taking place in Milton 
Keynes is a real coup. 

People say : “It's different for Milton Keynes , 
because it ’s a new town and they have got less to lose 
by joining together. ” Is there a danger that the rest 
of us might regard the ecumenical movement in 
Milton Keynes as an interesting experiment which is 
not really relevant anywhere else? 

I hear what people say about it being a new town, but 
remember that in Milton Keynes, in addition to the 


Anybody who, is engaged in the ecumenical move- 
ment discovers that through being engaged in it you 
not only strengthen your understanding of other 
traditions and increase your awareness of your own 
unecessary baggage, you also discover the treasures 
in your own denomination which seem all the more 
precious. Describing it as a kind of grey, flavourless 
porridge is actually the kind of description made by 
people who have never experienced it. 

I can see that it is important for Churches to look for 

what they have in common, but sooner or later 


haven ’t they got to get down to the nitty gritty differ- 
ences that divide them , such as the fact that Roman 
Catholics can 't share a Eucharist with other Church- 
es? Problems like this won't go away will they? 

We don’t want them to go away, because we have got 
to wrestle with those problems to find a way through 
them. Ultimately, there will 
be sharing of the Eucharist 
with Roman Catholics, that’s 
for sure. There are a lot of 
other things too that aren’t 
possible at the moment, but 
will be one day because we 
have worked at them. There 
are for instance the different 
ways the Churches have of 
making decisions. Some 
make decisions in congrega- 
tion, some in church councils 
at a different level and some 
through synodical govern- 
ment officials.The Catholics 
have not developed lay lead- 
ership as fast as the Church 
of England, but there has 
been a shift to more partici- 
pation in their decision mak- 
ing. So in some areas in which 
we were once very different, 
there have been subtle chang- 
es which have actually brought us into a convergence 
to a much greater degree. 

If you don’t engage ecumenically, you never discover 
what it is you have in common and what you have 
separately which you can never share, or it becomes 
difficult to share — and that is really what we are 
engaged in. We are trying to discover how to over- 
come hurdles that prevent us from being together. 

The Revd Hugh Cross is a minister in the Baptist tradition. 
His lifelong commitment to the ecumenical movement 
goes back to his childhood in central Africa, where his 
father was the leader of aan ecumenical team of mission- 
aries from 1936 to 1945. He came to Milton Keynes last 
year after ten years as Ecumenical Officer for England. 


Woodhill — 
another new 
challenge 

As Milton Keynes’ Cornerstone 
church was being built at the 
heart of the city, a new prison, 
H.M.P. Woodhill was complet- 
ed behind earth embankments 
on the south western edge ot it.. 

Through the Milton Keynes 
Christian Council, the city’s 
Christians have taken a deep in- 
terest in the prison. In 1987, in 
partnership with the Develop- 
ment Corporation, a Prison Sup- 
port Group was set up. With the 
approval of the Home Office, 
this brought together many of 
the statutory and non-statutory 
bodies concerned with inmates, 
visitors and staff. 

Counselling, education and oth- 
er groups have produced a pack- 
age of suggestions approved by 
Brodie Clarke, the Governor. 
Many of the suggestions are for 
the effective use of the Visitors’ 
Centre. The Support Group will 
also welcome the Anglican 
Chaplain, the Revd Peter Green, 
formerly leader of the Stanton- 
bury clergy team in the city, and 
the Revd Dennis Reynolds and 
Father Peter Sawyer, his Meth- 
odist and RC colleagues. 

If you would like to offer regu- 
lar prayer support please contact 
the local branch of Prison Fel- 
lowship, c/o Joyce Tilson, 48 
Minton Close, Blakelands, 
MK14 5JB. 

Wendy Carey 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


ALLAN WARDLE „,m 


. * 

All types of clock restoration and 


repair, including dial and case repairs. 


Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 


Carriage and Striking clocks 

[ Fub 

Collection and delivery available. 


Ickford (0844) 339445 

m 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 


Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 


Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 

ij™« i 

Bucks, HP 18 9HY 

lyfs 



AN INVITATION TO ALL SINGERS 

FOR 

, GOOD FRIDAY 

MESSIS^ 

"Bring It Anti Sing It' 

Conductor: ALAN BAIRD Organist: CYNTHIA HALL 

4.00 pm Rehearsal - 6.00 pm Tea and Hot Cross Buns 
7.30 pm Performance 

Admission £2 - in aid of the TOWER FUND of 
St Mary's, Henley-on-Thames 


Have you 

made a Will? 

It can save possible hardship and misunderstanding later on. 
So why not send for: 

Oxfam's 


Will Advice Pack 

It is written in plain English, gives down to earth practical guidance shows 
how Wills present one of the easiest and most effective ways to help 
people in need - and it's free. 

Contact: Miss Fiona McAnaney, / 

’♦Si 


Oxfam LG77 
FREEPOST, Oxford 0X2 7BR 


Tel: (0865) 313494 (24 hrs) 


Working for m Falrar World 


pjfpl STIRLING UNIVERSITY 

lfli|p SCOTTISH SUMMER 
SCHOOLS 1992 

17 June — 30 August 1992 

On one of the finest campuses in the UK 
Stirling University offers wide variety of 
Scottish Summer Schools. 

Accordion • Bagpipe • Calligraphy 
• Clarsach • Family History 
Research • Gaelic • Highland Dance 
• Painting • Shetland Fiddle • 20th 
Century Scottish Literature 
' Day and Weekend Courses also 
available. 

For brochure and further details please 
contact: 

The Summer School Office, Airthrey 
Castle, University of Stirling, Stirling 
FK9 4LA. 

Tel: 0786 67940 


St. Michael's College, Llandaff 

Centenary Events 1 992 

April 30th 

Publication of Doing Theology by J.H.L. Rowlands 
(Hallmark Books, £5.95) 

Copies available at leading bookshops. 

May 9th 

College Open Day (10.30 a. m. -6.00 p.m.) 

(In liaison with the Llandaff Diocese Children & Homes 
Committe) 

June 9th 

College Festival (for present and past members of the 
College) 

Sung Eucharist in the Catherdral at 12 noon 

Principal clebrant and preacher The Bishop of Llandaff 

Followed by a Buffet Lunch in the College and the Launch of 

the College 

Appeal for £750,000. 

(By Invitation) 

June 29th-July 1st 

Centenary School for preachers (For Clergy and lay people) 

July 

Publication of Essays on Welsh Canon Law. 

(Edited by Dr. Norman Doe. University of Wales Press.) 
July 3rd 

Summer Ball 

(Arranged by the Llandaff Cathederal Social Affairs 
Committee. Tickets, including Buffet, £10.00). 

October 22nd 

Lecture by the Revd. Professor John MacQuarrie, D.D., 
F.B.A. (Emeritus Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity the 
University of Oxford) in Llandaff Catherdral at 7 p.m. 
(Preceded by Cathedral Even son at 6 p.m.) 
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From the Bishop 
of Buckingham 


I once belonged to ‘TheJRoost- 
ers’, an absurd university so- 
ciety. Votes of thanks were: 
“My heart is too full for words, 
I cannot speak”, to which the 
response was: “That’s the best 
speech I’ve heard for years. 
Hear. Hear.” And now my 
chickens... etc. etc. What do 
you say when your heart is too 
full for words? 

But thanksgiving there must 
be to God for the first 25 years 
of Milton Keynes. It is one of 
the rare successes in the post- 
war world, and has nurtured 
two others - the Open Univer- 
sity and local ecumenism that 
actually works. 

Two people, particularly, 
must be thanked. It was in 
1969 that Bishop Harry Car- 
penter called together the 
heads of the five main denom- 
inations who pledged them- 
selves to work together ecu- 
menically. The City Church 
has been an acted parable of 
the co-operation of the 
Churches, with the Develop- 
ment Corporation, the Coun- 
ty Council, the Borough Coun- 
cil and the Health Authority, 
and a fitting tribute to Bishop 
Harry’s vision. 

Of course all is not honey 
and flowers. Do you know 
jokes about Millstone Keynes? 
So do I. Do you have horror 
stories? I have more - enough 
to draw blood put of Dracula! 
But through it all the local 
clergy and laity have pio- 
neered magnificently. 

None of this would have been 
possible without the financial 
backing of the denominations, 
not least the Diocese of Ox- 
ford. And the City Church 
would not have been built 
without the tireless efforts of 
the local MP, Bill Benyon, who 
in a time of deep recession has 
raised £1.7 million towards the 
appeal. (Psst, we still need 
£170,000!). Bill is retiring at 
the general election, and not 
surprisingly it takes two MPs 
to replace him. His commit- 
ment to Milton Keynes has 
been crucial. 

There are Bill Benyons in 
every party. Let’s make it our 
job to elect them. Unfashion- 
able though it may be to say 
so, Parliament is more impor- 
tant than government. 


The rise of a new kind of life. 


G reat power radiates from 
the Gospels that we hear 
over Easter. Horror and 
terror comes at us from St Mark’s 
passion, and joy with tears from 
St Luke’s resurrection stories. 
What is this power? 

It has two human sources. Both 
of them are strong. The combi- 
nation of them is very strong 
indeed. 

The first source is fact. As we 
discover daily, there is no muck- 
ing about with facts. Here are 
some of the facts about Easter: 
Jesus was crucified. It hap- 
pened at Jerusalem, the temple- 
capital of Judea. It was at the 
festival of Passover, when every 
Jew who could get there crowd- 
ed into and around Jerusalem. 
For the law was that you should 
have your passover lamb slaugh- 
tered by the priests in the temple. 
Then you took it to your family 
group, to cook and eat. 

These crowds of hundreds of 
thousands of people were a gi- 
gantic policing problem for the 
Roman occupiers. Passovers 
easily boiled over into rioting, 
throwing the Romans back on 
their only resources: military 
might and capital punishment. 

The second source of the pow- 
er that we see in the Easter story 
was imagination or ideology: 
visions of how the world should 
be. Here, there was a powerful 
clash. 

The Romans saw themselves 
as having a destiny: to keep the 
whole world in order. It entailed 
the protection of people who 
were obedient, and the crushing 
of people who were so bump- 
tious as to resist. They were the 


John Drury, Dean of Christ Church, writes about 
the power and drama of the Easter story 


masters of the present. 

The Jews saw themselves as 
having a destiny, too, but it was 
not so obvious. It was not such a 
spectacular and public part of 
everyday political reality as the 


Moses and the oracles of the 
prophets, which had become the 
norm and the authority which 
governed Jewish life at every 
turn. Nothing could alter God’s 
choice. Even when the Jews were 


tion of all history. Elijah would 
return, the Messiah would come 
at last, to usher in this last age 
and the supremacy of righteous 
Judaism. Jerusalem would be the 
centre of the world,and it would 



The popular hymn, 'There is a Green Hill Far Away' has much more meaning for Chris- 
tians from Chinnor, since they sang it last Good Friday (pictured) around a stark wooden 
cross, high up in the Chilterns. This year, members of St Andrew’s Church and the local 
Congregational and Methodist churches will again carry the eight-ft wooden cross through 
the village and to a nearby hill, at dawn on Good Friday. 


Roman version, with its legions 
and governors and emperors. It 
did not impinge on the present so 
much. 

But it had title deeds in the past. 
Long ago, God had chosen the 
Jews to be His particular and 
chosen people. This was written 
into the sacred texts, the law of 


disobedient, it held. As well as 
appealing to the past, the Jews 
looked in hope to the future. For 
it was also written into their scrip- 
tures that at the end of all things 
God would vindicate His peo- 
ple. 

The fulfilment of their destiny 
would be the climax and resolu- 
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Space for 
Prayer 


If anyone Is In Christ he Is a 
new creation — the old has 
gone, the new has come! 
lam... 

crucified with Christ 

forgiven and dead to sin 

alive to God, raised with Christ 

bought with a price 

chosen and precious 

made in God’s image 

being changed into his likeness 

a child of God 

His and He is mine 

a member of His Body the Church 

a branch of the Vine 

a temple of the Holy Spirit 

a Joint heir with Christ 

ALLELUIA! 


always be as at passover. 

The two sides were well (if 
that’s the word) matched. The 
present belonged to Roman 
might. But the past and the fu- 
ture belonged to Jewish memory 
and hope. The confrontation sim- 
mered away all the time. There 
were people eager to have it out, 
and people keener to rub along 
as much as possible. At any rate, 
it made the annual passover an 
annual crisis. 

At passover the Jewish sense 
of destiny actually challenged 
the Roman one on its own 
ground : the maintenance of pub- 
lic order in the present. There 
were all those Jews packed into 
and around Jerusalem to cele- 
brate their great national feast. 
They recalled the past, when God 
had called them out of Egypt to 
be His chosen people. They 
looked forward to the future, 
when there would be no Romans 
or other imperialists to police - 
and probably pollute - the cele- 
brations of God’s chosen people 
gathered at God’s chosen city. 


You can see what an ominous, 
even fatal, situation it was. And 
you’ll readily think of modem 
parallels. Into this minefield 
walked Jefcus - and perished in 
public agony. The Jews in power 
were not going to help a radical 
rabbi from heathen Galilee. The 
Romans could use a crucifixion 
as a warning to the assembled 
Jews, and a reminder of who was 
really in charge. 

And that might have been that, 
on any ordinary showing: a trag- 
ic but unimportant end, a hapless 
individual ground between the 
two millstones of competing 
national ideologies. In fact, it 
was the beginning of nothing 
less than Christianity. The fall 
of a sparrow turned into the rise 
of a new kind of life. 

How that happened, the Holy 
Week services will tell us. The 
solitary victim of forces beyond 
his control became the victor. 
We will never quite know how 
— and it is more important that 
we should live it, than know it. 
But such living is a kind of know- 
ing. And the sort of knowing 
which we need for living is avail- 
able to use at our Eucharists: 
knowledge as daily bread. Eve- 
ry time we take it, it bears the 
marks of that fateful passover 
and “the night in which he was 
betrayed”. 

Sacrificial victim 

What happened was this: all the 
meaning of passover was put on 
to this victim. Christ became the 
passover lamb, the sacrificial 
victim who regenerates social 
and individual life - but way 
beyond the frontiers of nation or 
race. This is why there is no roast 
lamb in the Christian passover, 
just bread. And this is why it 
doesn’t happen once a year, but 
daily. And not in one place, but 
all over the place. So we get to 
Easter Day. “Christ our passo- 
ver is sacrificed for us, therefore, 
let us keep the feast: not with the 
lehven of malice and wicked- 
ness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.” 

The Very RevdJohn Drury is the 
Dean of Christ Church. A distin- 
guished New Testament scholar 
and writer, his book The Burn- 
ing Bush was the 1990 Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury’s Lent 
book. 


Advertisement Feature 


Active life in a 

Holyport Lodge pioneers 


caring home 

new approaches in care for elderly 


At Holyport Lodge, Holyport, nr. 
Maidenhead, management and 
staff believe their success is as 
much due to the social environ- 
ment they provide as to the high 
standard of physical care. 
Country House nurses are 
trained to help in the rehabilita- 
tion of residents and a high staff 
ratio ensures that there is usually 
plenty of time for a chat and 
some social activity. 

Country House has gone one 
step further in its homes and at 
Holyport Lodge, Berkshire’s pre- 
mier nursing home in the pic- * 
turesque village of Holyport, 
there is a purpose-built activities 
centre designed to help residents 
stay mentally active in their 
daily lives. 

The Centre is run by two activ- 


ity organisers, Jane Pilcher and 
Sylvia Howse. Matron comment- 
ed, “We aim to bring out the 
most in people and encourage 
participation without any com- 
pulsion. Activities are very indi- 
vidual and that is the way we 
care for our residents.” 

The Centre offers facilities for 
a whole range of hobbies includ- 
ing gardening, handicrafts of all 
kinds, and the simple relaxation 
of reading or listening to music. 

There are regular outings to 
places of interest such as a recent 
trip to Windsor Great Park, 
entertainment and talks by 
selected speakers, which all cre- 
ate that all-important feeling of 
xyell being. 

As Jane Pilcher commented, 
“We like to make our residents 


feel special, so for example, 
when we went to the Theatre 
Royal to see the City Ballet per- 
form, we arranged a surprise 
meeting with members of the 
cast ana I know it gave everyone 
a big thrill.” 

Within the Activities Centre 
there is an excellent hairdressing 
salon, and a well equipped phys- 
iotherapy area. 


Holyport Lodge, which prides 
itself on its friendly and homely 
atmosphere, offers 24-hour qual- 
ified nursing to residents requir- 
ing long stay, short stay, post 
operative, holiday and convales- 
cent care. 

The Home has recently added 
some new en suite rooms. 
Shared rooms are available from 
£325 per week and from £350 


for a single room. There are 
reductions available for couples. 
The home operates a Care Fees 
Payment plan which for a lump 
sum guarantees care for life. If 
you would like further details 
about funding care or the facili- 
ties available, please call our 
matron, Maria Berkely. She will 
be delighted to answer your 
questions. 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOMES 

Holyport Lodge, 

Clare House, 

Pirton Hall, 

Nr Maidenhead, Berks 

Uxbridge, Middlesex 

Nr Hitchin, Herts 

Matron, Maria Berkeley 

Matron, Tricia Holmes 

Matron, Ann Salt 

0628 781138 

0895 272766 

0462 711626 

Tenterden House, 

Field House. 

Oakcroft House, 

St Albans, Herts 

Harpenden, Herts 

West Byfleet, Surrey 

Matron, Lesley Cockbain 

Matron, Mary Achermann 

Matron, Vivien Grieve 

0923 679989 

0582 765966 

0932 352766 
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Come with us into the light! 


In the middle of all our prepara- 
tions for the dedication of the 
Church of Christ the Comer- *■ 
stone, I was dismayed to read the 
following notice in Euston Sta- 
tion: “Due to economy cuts the 
light at the end of the tunnel has 
been switched off’. 

In many ways in Milton Key- 
nes we feel that we have come 
out of a kind of tunnel into an 
Easter light. We have walked the 
way of the cross with many ob- 


rection is most attractive, and we 
are savouring the delights of hav- 
ing arrived at last in our beautiful 
new church. We are enjoying 
worshipping in the open space 
under the dome. We are all de- 
lighted by the stained glass and 
glass cross. The sound of the 
organ in the resonant space is- 
clear and pleasing. It is good, 
Lord, to be here. 

The light at the end of the tun- 
nel has not been switched off. 


* We offer the new City Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone as a hub of 
life in all its fullness^ 


stacles and much striving. We 
have been dreaming a dream for 
more than a dozen years, and 
there were certainly several mo- 
ments when it seemed as if it 
would not come true. This East- 
er Day we will be latching on in 
a special way to the wonder of 
the early believers, just as they 
latched on to the verse in Psalm 
118 which seemed to sum up for 
them their experience of Christ ’ s 
resurrection: “The Stone which 
the builders rejected has become 
the head of the comer”. 

It is for Christ, and Christ the 
Cornerstone, a moment of vindi- 
cation. Yet in both cases the vin- 
dication is surprising, since it 
reflects the difference between 
the way God thinks and the way 
we think. There is something 
amazing about the steady resolve 
of those who have planned the 
modem city of Milton Keynes to 
set at its centre a house of prayer 
for all. Now you see in the idiom 
of modem architecture that Je- 
sus is different yesterday, today 
and for ever. The building con- 
nects with Milton Keynes by its 
materials, but forges a link with 
all times and places by the curves 
of its geometry. The high tri- 
umph of Christ is the triumph 
and vindication of the way of the 
cross which we reject again and 
again. The idea of a nice long 
bask in the sunlight of the Resur- 


However, it seems that we can 
only bask in the sunshine contin- 
ually if we abandon our journey 
at this point, since the terrain 
ahead will demand a bit of tun- 
nel work. Christ is not only vin- 
dicated by his Resurrection. He 
has a new lease of life, and he is 
there ahead of us on the track, 
calling us to follow. The unity 
we have achieved in coming to- 
gether as five traditions, with as 
much of our worship and life 
integrated as possible, is not 
enough. Unity is for mission. 

It would be better to say that 
Church unity is for mission and 
that our mission is for unity - the 
ultimate expression of the way 
in which all things and all people 
find their consummation in 
Christ. 

We offer the new City Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone as a 
hub of life in all its fullness which, 
by its goings out and comings in, 
by its inter-action of unity and 
mission, by its moments of de- 
tachment and involvement , tries 
to respond to the challenge of 
Christ’s call. 

The Counselling Centres and 
Centre for Integrated Living 
speak of the unity of the individ- 
ual. The welcoming reception 
area with its shops, pantry- and 
chapel offers the opportunity for 
the individual resident, workers 
or visitor to unite with others. 



Photographed by Frank Blackwell (left to right): Sister 
Maureen Farrell, the Revd Elisabeth Welch, Canon David 
Goldie, Father Bennie Noonan. 


The meeting rooms can be hired 
for groups to gather together. 
The Guildhall symbolises the 
unity of the church and commu- 
nity in the city centre. The Chris- 
tian Council plays its part in hold- 
ing together all the churches of 
the borough. The large area of 
worship and celebration at the 
heart of the building give to the 
whole area, urban and rural, the 
chance to meet together for the 
moments that matter in the life of 
the place. And there is one room 
— the Peace and Justice Centre 
— which reminds us of the unity 
of the whole world. 

The Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead is not the 
reversal of the Cross but the vin- 
dication of the rhythm of the 


way of the Cross. We have our 
sufferings and our resurrections. 
We know we have both. We 
know about the light at the end of 
each tunnel. Much more than 
that, we know and can feel the 
light in the tunnel. Our crucifix- 
ions are always transfigured by 
the Easter which is to come. 
Christ has gone before us to light 
up the way. 

We feel that this particular stage 
of our journey is brilliant. We 
thank you for all you have done 
to fill us with Resurrection light. 
Do come and ponder with us 
what it means to say: “The Stone 
which the builders rejected has 
become the head of the comer.” 

David Goldie 



The new church is the first ecumenical 
city centre church in Britain, and is 
used by Anglicans, Baptists, 
Methodists, members of the United 
Reformed Church and Roman 
Catholics. 

In September 1979 a Local 
Ecumenical Project was set up, and the 
present congregation met for the first 
time in April 1980 at Centrecom in 
North Row before moving to the 
‘Church-in-the-Library’ at Easter 1981. 
They took over the new church in 
January this year. 

The building is 120 feet high to the 
top of the cross, making it the highest 
point in Milton Keynes. Its architect 
was Iain Smith of Planning, Design and 
Development Ltd, a local firm, and the 
builders were Marriott’s, of Rushden in 
Northamptonshire. The cross was 
designed and made by Alan Evans of 
Stroud in Gloucestershire, and was 
positioned during a special service on 
Good Friday, 1991. The stained glass 
under the lead-finished dome is the 
work of Alexander Beleshenko. 

The offices of a wide range of church 
and charitable organisations adjoin the 
church. These include the Centre for 
Integrated Living, the City Counselling 
Service, the Justice and Peace Centre, 
the Milton Keynes Christian Council 
and the Pastoral Foundation. 

The Ministry Team 

‘The vicar’ at Christ the Cornerstone is 
not one person, but three - Canon 
David Goldie (Church of England); 
Sister Maureen Farrell, FCJ (Roman 
Catholic) and the Revd Elizabeth 
Welch, United Reformed Church. 
Father Bennie Noonan, a Roman 
Catholic priest, also works closely with 
the team, whose newest member is the 
Revd Michael Bums (Church of 
England), Chaplain with special 
responsibility for younger people . 

# David Goldie is a Church of England 
priest, but has spent his entire ministry 
in ecumenical projects He has been a 
familiar face in Milton Keynes since 
his arrival in 1982 as Priest Missioner 
to the central offices and shops. Four 
years later he became co-ordinator of 
the Christ the Cornerstone building 
project. In 1990 he was made a canon 
of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford and 
Borough Dean of Milton Keynes. He 
says: “I always knew that Christ was 
the Cornerstone of Milton Keynes, but 
now you can see how He does it” 

# Sister Maureen Farrell is a member 
of the Roman Catholic Society of the 
Faithful Companions of Jesus. She is 
not only part of the ministry team, she 
is also City Centre Chaplain with a 
remarkable ministry among the shops 
and offices. She is welcomed at a 
nearby hotel’s management meetings, 
mingles with the shoppers in 
Midsummer Arcade where the Church 
has an Information Centre, and is “just 
available” to anyone needing a 
sympathetic ear. “It’s wonderful to 
have a quiet room in the church where I 
can meet people from the city centre,” 
she says. 

# The Revd Elizabeth Welch is a 
Minister in the United Reformed 
Church. She grew up in South Africa, 
where her father was a Congregational 
minister. She first worked in an 


ecumenical church in Eastbourne and 
has spent nine years in Milton Keynes 
as the member of the team responsible 
for Sunday worship and the life of the 
ecumenical congregation. At Canberrra 
in 1991 she was elected to the central 
committee of the World Council of 
Churches. She says: “I think Christ the 
Cornerstone is an excellent ecumenical 
opportunity, and a foretaste of what I 
hope might happen more widely in the 
life of the Church nationally and 
internationally.” 

# Father Bennie Noonan came to 
Milton Keynes in 1991 as RC Chaplain 
to the city’s hospital and Parish Priest 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church at the 
south end of the city. Christ the 
Cornerstone is part of his parish and he 
supports Sister Maureen in the pastoral 
care of its Roman Catholic people. 
“After 20 years of priesthood at 
Bedford and Aylesbury coming to 
Milton Keynes has enriched my 
experience and ministry in a very 
profound way. This surely is the town 
of the future and, perhaps, the Church 
of the future too.” 

# The Revd Michael Burns is no 
stranger, either to an ecumenical church 
in a new town or to work with young 
people. He was once a curate of a 
shared church in Stevenage and in his 
last parish (which included Epsom Race 
Course!) he was on the diocesan youth 
support group. He is also one of six co- 
authors of a new book, Creative Ideas 
for Youth Groups (Marshall Pickering). 
He hopes to forge strong links with 
local schools and to encourage youth 
work in the church, besides having 
pastoral care for young people who 
worship there — including those who 
are homeless. 

The Music 

Adrian Boynton is Director of Music/ 
Organist. Since his arrival in January he 
has expanded a basic choir of ten into 
one of 30 voices. He is also planning to 
set up two youth choirs to serve both 
the church and the community. Sunday 
evening services will offer particularly 
varied music, including almost fully 
choral services. “We are looking to 
produce music of the highest quality 
which will match the majesty of the 
building. We also want to complement 
the choral contribution with strong 
participation from the congregation,” he 
says. The pipe organ by J.W.Walker, 
formerly the organ of the Royal College 
of Organists in London, was acquired 
for the astonishingly low sum of £7000. 

Times of Services 

Sunday: 9.15am Holy Communion; 
10.30am Holy Communion*; 6pm 
Evening Service. 

Monday: 8am Morning Prayer; 2.30pm 
Roman Catholic Mass. 

Tuesday: 8am Morning Prayer; 

12.30pm Holy Communion. 
Wednesday: 8am Holy Communion; 
12.30pm Midday Prayer. 

Thursday: 8am Holy Communion; 
12.30pm Midday Prayer. 

Friday: 8am Roman Catholic Mass; 
12.30pm Prayers for Peace. 

Saturday: 6.15pm Roman Catholic 
Mass (Vigil Mass for Sunday). 

*On the last Sunday of each month 
Family Service without the Eucharist. 


JOINERY BY 



WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY MAIN CONTRACTOR 
MARRIOTT LTD TO SUPPLY ALL THE SPECIAL JOINERY FOR THE 
NEW CHURCH 
including: 

Circular wiiulows, circular table, coffee shop fittings, book shopfronts 
ami fittings, curved cloister seating, fire doors and curved doors and 
panelling. 

TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP IN WOOD 

J Scott (Thrapston) Ltd 
Bridge Street 
Thrapston 
Northamptonshire 
NN14 4LR 

Tel: 08012 2366 • Fax: 08012 3703 


Min &a nit 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 


Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 




EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

For children at fee paying schools 
For details send S.A.E. to:- 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 

126 High Street, 

Oxford. OX1 4DG. 


SUSAN CLOUGH 
DESIGNS 

Are pleased to supply pottery to 
The Church of Christ The Cornerstone 
For any enquiries please contact: 

13 The Paddock, Totnes Industrial Estate, 
Totnes, Devon TQ9 5XL 

or Telephone: (0803) 862036 
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TVRRETT 


NHBC 


(CONTRACTORS) PLC 

Builders of quality homes for self builders and 
developers at low cost fixed price 

TURRET CONTRACTORS PLC 

were pleased to be appointed the plastering work at 
MX. City Church and wish all the best to Church 
House and Staff in their new building. 

22 St Johns Street, Newport Pagnell, 

Milton Keynes MK16 8HJ 
Tel: 0908 211560 (3 lines) Fax: 0908 218997 


MARRIOTT 



BUILDERS OF 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST THE CORNERSTONE 
MILTON KEYNES 


MARRIOTT LTD, MARRIOTT HOUSE, RUSHDEN, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN10 9EA 

TEL: (0933) 57511 PSiCHB FAX: (0933) 56746 

rnftm GV.OV l» 


Schindler Ltd 

PO Box 26 
Dalton Lane - 
Keighley 
North Yorkshire 
BD21 4JN 


We are pleased to be 
involved with the 

Church of 
Christ the 
Cornerstone 

project and will them 
all the best 
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PDD ARCHITECTS 

1 

667 Silbury Boulevard Central Milton Keynes MK9 3JN 
Telephone (0006) 690630 Telefax (0906) 691 166 

LONDON MILTON KEYNES 
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A spiritual 
pilgrimage 

We hope that these thoughts will help your visit to the 
Church to become a special spiritual experience. 


1 . THE CROWNING CROSS 

As you approach Milton Keynes, see the cross from afar on top 
of the dome. Designed and made by Alan Evans, its eight cross 
bars held by a crown of thorns reach out in every direction. 


Lift high the cross, 
the love of Christ proclaim 
Til all the world 
adores his sacred name. 


Set up your throne, 
that earth’s despair may cease 
Beneath the shadow 
of its healing peace. 
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2. THE DOME 

Approaching closer to the church, see the dome nestling in the 
heart of the city, reminding us that God is in our midst 

“Here God lives among human beings. He will make his home 
among them; they shall be his people, and he will be their God; his 
name is God-with-them. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness. The 
world of the past has gone.* 

Rev. 21.3-4 


3. THE PUNTH STONES 

Before entering the Church from Saxon Gate turn to the right and 
read the inscription on the plinth stones under the chapel 
windows: 

WE THE LIVING STONES 
CHRIST THE CORNERSTONE 

4. THE GLORIOUS CROSS 

Go through the reception area into the Church, and let your eyes 
be held by the vision of the cross above the baptistry. Made of 
two etched glass panels over a circle of gold leaf, it is the, work 
of Diana Redford and Lindsey Ball. 

In the cross is safety 

In the cross is life 

In the cross is the sum of virtue 

In the cross is holiness 

In the cross is perfect beauty. 

Thomas 4 Kempls 

5. THE BAPTISTRY 

Approach the baptistry. See the water flowing from the foot of 
the cross. Listen to the gentle, calming sound of its unceasing 
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God our Father 

In baptism we use your gift of water 
which you have made a rich symbol 
of the grace you give us in this sacrament. 

At the very dawn of creation 
your spirit breathed on the waters 
making them the wellspring of all holiness. 

In the waters of the Jordan 
your Son was baptised by John 
and anointed with the Spirit. 

Your Son willed that water and blood 
should flow from his side 
as he hung from the Cross. 

By the power of the Spirit 
give to the water of this font 
the grace of your Son. 

Prayer from the Blessing of Water during the Easter Vigil, Roman 

Catholic Liturgy 

6. THE PULPIT 

Look at the column of Italian marble which forms the pulpit. It 
stands strong and sure and unshakeable. It supports the open 
book of God’s Word. 


7. THE COMMUNION TABLE 

Stand beside the Communion table, the shape of a cornerstone. 
Hear the invitation to draw near and share in the gifts given to 
us by Christ at this holy table. Pray for the growing unity of all 
who follow Christ 

O may we all one bread, one body be 
One through this sacrament of unity. 


W. H. Turton 


8. THE ORGAN 


Lord your word abiding, 
and our footsteps guiding, 
gives us Joy forever 
binds us all together. 


Word of mercy, giving 
succour to the living; 
word of life, supplying 
comfort to the dying. 


O that we, discerning 
its most holy learning, 

Lord may love and fear you 
Evermore be near you. 


H. W. Baker 


Examine the organ with its sounding boards of wood and metal 
pipes, look at the keyboards, pedals and organ stops. See the 
hymn books bursting with songs of prayer and praise. 

...Jubilate everybody 
Serve the Lord in all your ways. 

9 THE PILLARS 

Eight masssive pillars share the weight of the leaded dome and 
the crowning cross. Stand near one of the columns. Look up at 
its great height Feel its silent strength. Those who have gone 
before us carried the message of salvation through the ages. 
We think of the first Apostles of Christ 

The Lord of all gave his Apostles 
the power to announce the Gospel... 

...We have knowledge of the economy of our salvation 

From no one but those 

through whom the Gospel has reached us. 

First they preached it, 

then, as was God’s will, they transmitted it to us in writing, 
to become the foundation and support of our faith. 

From the writings of Irenaeus, 4th Century 
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12. THE CLOISTER 


Follow the cloister around to the chapel past hidden gardens. 
Mothers rest here watching their toddlers. Children enjoy playing 
here. The cloister is a peaceful thoroughfare linking different 
parts of the building. In it you may meet people who work and 
minister in the church, visitors from near or far, people from the 
Centre for Integrated Living, or from the City Counselling Centre. 
The cloister channels us all around God’s house. The Lord is 
always reaching out to us even though we don’t spare time to 
touch His presence. Stop for a moment, remembering all who 
walk around the cloister. 

Reach out and touch the Lord as He goes by. 

You’ll find He’s not too busy to hear your heart’s cry. 

He’s passing by this moment your needs to supply. 

Reach out and touch the Lord as He goes by. 

Bill Hsmon 



13. THE CHAPEL 

Enjoy the peace of this quiet place. Allow its roundness to centre 
your thoughts on God. God Is for us a hiding place when we are 
overcome by fear. God is for us the strength to help us in our 
weakness. 



10. THE COLOURED GLASS 

Look up at Alexander Belechenko’s coloured glass. See how the 
light fractures and casts colours on the white walls. 

Above the baptistry it shows the redeeming cross of Christ over 
life’s turbulent sea. Opposite over the main entrance, the tree of 
life seems like a burning bush transforming and transfiguring the 
dullness of our lives. 

Christ God 

who transformed yourself in glory on Mount Tabor 
and who showed to your disciples 
the glory of your divinity, 

Enlighten us in the light of your knowledge 
and guide us in the paths of your commandments 
you the only good Friend of all humanity.. 

From the Orthodox Liturgy tor the 
Feast of the Transfiguration 
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11. FLOWERS 


You are my hiding place. I will trust in you 
You always fill my heart Let the weak say 
with songs of deliverance I am strong in the strength 
Whenever I am afraid. of my God. 

14. THE CORNERSTONE PANTRY 

Before you leave the Church enjoy the friendly atmosphere of the 
reception area. You may wish to linger in the shops, choosing a 
souvenir of your pilgrimage ( open 9am - 5pm Monday - Satur- 
day). Notice boards are one of the ways the Spirit uses to sow 
new thoughts in our hearts of participation in future events, 
responding to needs that are made known. At the end of your 
spiritual pilgrimage nourish your body with food and drink. The 
longer pilgrimage of life is still before you. 

While sipping your coffee, look around and pray a silent prayer for other people 
enjoying the Cornerstone Pantry. Drop a crumb of prayer before each one in 
turn saying: 

May God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
give you grace and peace. 

15. THE ENTRANCE DOORS 

Pause before you leave. Look out towards the streets and the 
shopping centre. You might like to stay longer but there is 
another kind of task awaiting you now. Don't leave behind the 
peace that you have found in this church. Hold it in your heart and 
remember. 


Christ’s is the world in which we move, 

Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to love, 

Christ's is the voice which calls us to care 
and Christ is the one who meets us here. 

May your visit to the Church of Christ the Cornerstone challenge 
you to believe. 


ne and church is served by a wonderful group of floral artists. 

upa Contemplate the beauty of the displays of the flowers and 
‘ 9 one greenery changing with the seasons. Think of the time and care 
a 9 es * needed to nurture plants to maturity. The seed, the shoot, the 
growth, the flowers, the fruit and again the seeds. 

“And why worry about clothes? Look how the wild flowers grow; they do not 
work or make clothes for themselves. But I tell you that not even Solomon, as 
rich as he was, had clothes as beautiful as one of these flowers. It is God who 
clothes the wild grass, grass that is here today, gone tomorrow, burned up in 
the oven. Won’t he be all the more sure to clothe you? How little faith do you 
have.... 

So do not worry about tomorrow, it will have enough worries of its own. There 
is no need to add to the troubles each day brings. 

entury Matthew 6.28-34 


To the lost, Christ shows his face, 
to the unloved he gives his embrace, 
to those who cry in pain or disgrace 
Christ makes, with his friends, a touching place 

Iona Community 


Have a safe journey home. 


This spiritual pilgrimage was compiled by Sister Maurren Farrell 
FCJ f City Centre Chaplain and a member of the Christ the 
Cornerstone Ministry Team. She has also written Christ the 
Cornerstone , a commentary and anthology of texts explaining 
the significance of the dedication of the Church to Christ the 
Cornerstone and available (£2) from Domus In the reception area 
of the church. 


, 
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‘Briggs & Forrester Ltd 

Benbridge House 
Benbridge Drive 
Kingsthorpe 
Northampton NN2 6LZ 

We are pleased to be involved with this 
project and wish all the staff the best in 
the future. 

Telephone: 0604 720072 




A NEW CONCEPT IN CARE FOR THE ELDERLY 



Recently awarded the regional level of the Housing Design Award, this 
beautiful 16th Century Manor House is designed specifically for those 
seeking choice, independence and long-term security during retirement. 
Fully registered care facilities including 24-hour nursing care in tranquil 
riverside setting. Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library licensed 
bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation en-suite. Superb leisure 
facilities; music, drama, die arts, bridge, fishing, croquet etc. 
Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term convalescent 
and post operative care. 

Holiday breaks available. 

The Old Prebendal House 

Shipton-under-Wychwood 
Oxford 0X7 6BQ 
Tel: (0993) 831888 
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John Hodges, model maker 

“I am an engineer who runs a 
model making business in Mil- 
ton Keynes. I made this scale 
model of the unique and beauit- 
ful cross on top of Christ the 
Cornerstone, so that limited edi- 
tion hand-finished replicas in 
pewter can be sold in aid of 
Church funds.” 


Audrey Brown, Co-ordinator 
of Reception 

“We already have more than 50 
volunteer receptionists who staff 
the desk just inside the main 
entrance seven days a week. My 
task has been to co-ordinate the 
work, and get to know them, 
besides setting up duty rotas and 
training sessions. A wide variety 
of people have volunteered for 
duty some, with no previous con- 
nection with Church life.” 


Tom Hunter and Chris 
Wright, church members 

Tom Hunter is an expert on the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
and has alrady written its histo- 
ry. His mother-in-law, Mrs Chris 
Wright has been a member of the 
Christ the Cornerstone congre- 
gation since it first came togeth- 
er in April 1980. at Centrecom in 
North Row. For eleven years she 
has also been arranging the 
*Aurch flowers. “I used to say I 
would never see it built, and now 
here it is completed at last. Praise 
God.” she says. 
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Introducing the 
Cornerstone people 


‘Prayer Tower 

Praying with others is one of the most satisfying times of being 
a Mothers’ Union member, whether it’s praying in the Cathe- 
dral, at an informal branch prayer group or in somebody’s 
sitting room. All of these occasions encourage us to take stock 
of ourselves and our relationship with God. 

On June 9, in the new Church of Christ the Cornerstone in 
Milton Keynes, there will be a gathering of all denominations, 
sharing together, seeking to deepen their faith and to pray the 
Decade of Evangelism into a living reality. 

The day will be led by the Revd Rachel Stowe, Assistant 
Director of Ordinands in St Alban’s Diocese, with Canon 
Denys Ruddy and Sister Maureen Farrell FCJ, Roman Cath- 
olic City Centre Chaplain at Christ the Cornerstone. Starting 
with coffee at 10.30am then through listening, sharing and 
meditation, the day will end at 3pm with an act of worship. 

This is an ecumenical day for all men and women who feel 
the need to be drawn to a deeper faith through the power of 
prayer. 

Tickets at £1.50 including hot drinks (but please bring a 
packed lunch) are available from:Mr D Taylor, New Inn 
Cottage, London Road, Blewbury, Oxon OX11 9PD (SAE 
please and cheques made payable to The Mothers’ Union, 
Diocese of Oxford). Creche facilities provided but please state 
if needed. A map of Milton Keynes will be sent on request. 


At 10am on Sunday January 12 1992 1 found myself 
taking part in the service of Remembrance and Thanks- 
giving to mark the move of the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone from the library building to the new City 
Church building. 

The large hall in the library building was overflow- 
ing with people of all ages, waiting in excited antici- 
pation for the service to begin. Two congregation 
members, Doris Lowe and Tom Hunter shared their 
memories of the time in the library. 

The ‘Symbols of Faith’ were then busily assembled: 
the banner, Cross, candles, Bible, chalice, altar table, 
signed covenant, Cornerstone prayer and symbols of 
service from the kiosk, the coffee shop and the toddler 
group. These led the procession to the new church 
building about half a mile away. We were urged to 
continue singing: “We are marching in the Light of 
God” as we walked in the fog. Some leaned on sticks; 
others went by wheelchair, push-chair or bicycle. 
Children had piggy-back rides, a baby went in a sling 
under mother’s coat, and a small boy pedalled a toy 
tractor. 

The new church loomed suddenly out of the mist. It 
was very impressive after the intimacy of the library 
building. Inside, five girls of the Stantonbury brass 
band were playing on a balcony. The Symbols were 


placed on the dais at the front, and more chairs were 
found for people who had to stand at the back. 

Hymns, prayers and readers involving builders, 
fund-raisers and planners began the first service in 
this building, with its new smell and pristine furni- 
ture. Jill Perusko, Lay Chairman of the Ecumenical 
Council, Katrina Goldie, ecumenically confirmed, 
and James Mayfield, Chairman of the Roman Cath- 
olic Council shared their hopes for the future. A long- 
haired maiden dressed in green danced, and the choir 
sang ‘Jesus we enthrone You’. In her sermon, Eliza- 
beth Welch pointed out the Baptistry where the water 
flows down the wall into a long pool. 

Afterwards, the congregation had coffee in the 
Guildhall leaving the Symbols of Faith alone on the 
altar table. The toy which appeared to be a form of 
interplanetary spider looked very cheerful in its new 
home. One of the candles had guttered out and bent 
over the side of the candlestick, with the collection on 
one side and the chalice on the other. The move had 
all been too much for it. 

Josephine Robbie 

Josephine Robbie is a member of the Cornerstone 
congregation and lives in Little Brickhill, Milton 
Keynes. Her husband is General Manager of the 
Milton Keynes Chamber Orchestra. 


Janet Bond, Domus 
shop manageress 

“This is a happy place to work 
with a very friendly atmosphere. 
It is a unique situation for a shop 
— inside a church with large 
number of visitors. It is not yet 
certain how many visitors will 
come when things settle down, 
but I confidently expect large 
numbers to come to such an im- 
portant and beautiful place.” 


The moment you step into the new church 
you sense the warmth of its welcome. It is the 
result not only of a carefully planned building 
and the work of the ministry team but also of 
the enthusiasm of its lay staff, its volunteers 
and its congregation. We have asked just a 
few of them to introduce themselves to our 
DOOR readers. 


right in the centre of Milton Key- 
nes surrounded by offices and 
with a large shopping complex 
nearby. Because the Pantry is 
situated within the church com- 
plex my aim is for it to become a 
centre of activity for the commu- 
nity by offering a catering serv- 
ice to local workers as well as 
churchgoers — a stepping stone 
to get people through the front 
door who would otherwise not 
go into a church.” 


Neil Eldridge, catering 
manager 

“I expect to be very very busy 
once we get known, especially 
at lunchtimes, because we are 


Jim Edwards, 
resident caretaker 

“I like it very much here, partic- 
ularly because of the wide varie- 
ty of people I meet each day — 
groups from different organisa- 
tions, different religions. There 
is always so much going on that 
life is never dull. I prepare lights 
and microphones for the servic- 
es, open up in the morning and 
lock up at night and take general 
care of the building.” 


All photos in this four-page 
Christ the Cornerstone 
feature by Frank Blackwell. 



the Cornerstone chose Yamaha 


Come and hear why at 



21 Silburx Arcade. Central Milton kexnes 

(0908) 663366 


BUM Wholesalers 

are pleased to supply the 

Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone 


and wish all staff the best for the future 

3 Burners Lane 
Kiln Farm 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks MK11 3HU 


/ HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN 

** ALL YEAR ROUND ** 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details : 




G. F. Treheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 





PICTURE POSTCARDS 

YOUR 
CHURCH 

HIGH QUALITY : LOW COST 
Please send for prices and a sample 
card to:- TIM BRYCE Photography, 

69 Shilton Road, Carterton, Oxon. OX18 IEN. 


Telephone (0993) 841510 


E. FENNEMORE & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

EST OVER 100 YEARS 

Offering a caring reverent service. 

All work carried out to a very high standard. 
Reasonable charges. 

I MHk TEL: MILTON KEYNES 690060 24 HOURS 
PRIVATE CHAPELS • MEMORIALS ERECTED 
32 Western Road, Bletehley 

. • A full catering services is also available. 

WOBURN SANDS St ASPLEY GUISE 


^PARK HOME LIVING 
THE OMAR WAY 

A selection of new homes now 
available on our residential parks in 
Kent, Bucks, Berks and Herts 

If you want the peace and tranquility of our rural locations 
but need to commute to the city we probably have just the 
home for you. With prices starting from as little as £30,000 
fully furnished for a comfortable one-bedroomed model to 
around £60,000 for a 2\3-bedroomed luxury home with a 
wide selection of designs to suit every need. 

Finance available (subject to status). 

Further details available from Ted Slough on 




( 0784 ) 453877 
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Human sexuality and the Church 



I am very grateful to the Bishop 
of Oxford for affirming, in the 
March issue of The DOOR, the 
need for the Church to under- 
stand and welcome “those who 
are different from Ourselves”, 
including those who are homo- 
sexual. I would wholeheartedly 
share these sentiments — the 
doors of the Church must be 
open to those who are in conflict 
or despair, or who feel marginal- 
ised. The Report Issues in Hu- 
man Sexuality affirms as a fun- 
damental principle that “homo- 
sexual people are in every way 
as valuable to, and valued by 
God, as heterosexual people” 

(Mi). 

But I am sure he would not 
wish his generous words to be 
misinterpreted. The report is not, 
according to my reading of it, 
quite so even-handed as his 
words might suggest about the 
rightness of different forms of 
sexual relationships, however 
“conscientiously and prayerful- 
ly” they may be entered into. 
The report sets out a “fundamen- 
tal principle” (p.40) that: 
“Homophile orientation and its 
expression in sexual activity do 
not constitute a parallel and al- 
ternative form of human sexual- 
ity, as complete within the terms 
of the created order as the heter- 
osexual.” 

By making this statement the 
report seems to me to be drawing 
an important distinction between 
those who are of a homosexual 
orientation, but do not take part 
in sexual activity, and those who 
do. 

It is easy to appear to condemn 
others, particularly when we do 
not experience the difficulties 
they are trying to cope with; this 
is not my intention at all. The 
Church needs to reach out in 
compassion to all whose lives, 
for whatever reason, are dam- 
aged, or lack the wholeness that 
is God’s intention — to help 
them towards that wholeness 
where it is possible, and to sup- 
port them where it is not. There 
is not one of us who has the right 


to past stones. But that doesn’t 
mean that the Church needs to 
condone patterns of behaviour 
practised by those seeking to 
wdrk through their difficulties. 

The Revd Don Brewin 
Holy Trinity, Aylesbury 

Diocesan 

staff 

What a revealing juxtaposition 
of items occurred in the March 
issue of The DOOR! 

On page 9 there was a letter 
signed by eight members of the 
church at Halton commenting 
on “the ever-increasing demands 
of the Diocese for money”. On 
the following page there was an 
article proudly proclaiming how 
the 50 Diocesan staff were now 
occupying a shiny new building 
at North Hinksey! How much 
more out of touch and insensi- 
tive can the Diocese get? 

Why on earth does it need 50 
people to run this Diocese? Until 
a few years ago I was running a 
multi-national public company 
with well over twice the finan- 
cial turnover that the Diocese of 
Oxford has, and which was scat- 
tered throughout five countries 
— I did that with a total head 
office staff (including a cleaner 
and a driver) often people. When 
times got hard I reduced the num- 
bers to eight! I must admit, 
though, to moving into new 
premises — we replaced our of- 
fice block with two rented Por- 
takabins! Times are hard now 
for all of us, including the Dio- 


cese. Perhaps one of the 50 staff 
could find time to tell us in the 
next issue of The DOOR what 
economies they have made? 
Many of us in the parishes will 
be looking out for the reply with 
interest. 

RE. Ford 
Churchwarden, 
Little Compton, 
Moreton-in-Marsh 


Rural Faith 

I understood the hurt, and the 
arguments put forward by your 
correspondents from Halton. 
There will be those more quali- 
fied than I to answer their com- 
ments about the financial affairs 
of the Diocese. 

However, as one of the Rural 
Chaplains in the Diocese, I feel I 
Can respond to the comments in 
their letter about the Faith in the 
Countryside Report, which they 
described as “at best bland, un- 
informative and pointless and 
was perceived by many as pat- 
ronising and utterly out of touch 
with reality”. 

The Commission spent 18 
months visiting 41 of the Eng- 
lish Dioceses, and received more 
than 6000 pieces of evidence 
from individuals and groups. In 
addition to simple facts, a pleth- 
ora of information is provided 
on a wide variety of issues con- 
cerning community and parish 
development. 

Far from being bland, the Faith 
in the Countryside report was 
stimulating and exciting. If there 
was any fear that the report cost 


the Church vast sums of money 
to produce, a brief look at page 
vii of the preface to the report 
will reveal that a large amount of 
the funding for the Commission 
came from outside the Church. 

Glyn P. Evans 
Rural Chaplain, 
Little Compton 
Moreton-in-Marsh 

Evangelism 
by all 

I do sympathise with the Halton 
situation (March DOOR) regard- 
ing demands for money, but take 
issue with one point. Halton par- 
ish sees “no real signs of the 
clergy reaching out to the as yet 
unconverted”. 

In this Decade of Evangelism 
we must not leave the matter of 
evangelism to the clergy. All 
committed Christians should 
take their full part in this — led, 
it is to be hoped, by the clergy. 
And where the clergy are not 
initiating effective action, then 
lay Christians must lead the way ! 

Bernard H. Noon 
Home Group and Explorers 
Leader 
Holy Trinity, 
Walton, Aylesbury 


Our Father 

We believe that Jesus Christ 
came to reveal God to us. He 
clearly revealed God to us as a 
Him and not a Her... “When you 
pray, say ‘Our Father’....” 

The Bible that we believe is the 
Word of God nowhere declares 
God as female, rather male and 
particularly through Christ. For 
God to be looked upon, and re- 
ferred to, as ‘Mother’ is a total 
contradiction of Christ’s revela- 
tion of God as Father. We must 
believe Him. 

G. Ball 
Slough, Berks 

We welcome 
letters from our 
readers. 

However, the 
Editor reserves 
the right to 
abbreviate them 
when necessary! 


Notice to Advertisers 


All enquiries concerning ad- 
vertising in this newspaper 
should be directed to the 
publishers (Oxford Diocesan 
Publications Limited) through 
its printers (Goodhead Pub- 
lishing Limited). 

Advertisements are accept- 
ed and published upon the 
Conditions of Acceptance 
published from time to time 


by Goodhead Publishing 
Limited as if in those condi- 
tions the name of Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Limited 
were added to that of Good- 
head Publishing Limited and 
references throughout the re- 
mainder of the document 
amended accordingly; copies 
of the Conditions of Accept- 
ance are available from Good- 


head Publishing Limited. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan 
Limited and Goodhead Pub- 
lishing Limited for themselves, 
their servants or agents re- 
serve the right to make any 
alteration it or they consider 
necessary or desirable in an 
advertisement and to require 
blocks or copy to be amended 
to meet its or their approval. 


Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care service 
to all women — 


# free pregnancy tests 

# free non-directive counselling 

# counselling after abortion 

# housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 


COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 

Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 



Aylesbury 394344 
Bracknell 421905 
Oxford 727435 
Slough 23122 


Banbury 261257 
High Wycombe 
448544 

Reading 581699 


Opening 

1992 

THE MANOR 
HOUSE 



Dates 

1992 

AND 

GARDENS 


STANTON HARCOURT, Near OXFORD 
The House and Gardens are open from 2-6p.m. on: 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

OPEN ON 




BANK HOLS 

STATED DAYS 

APRIL 

16 

5 

19 

90 

FROM 2-6PM 


30 

3 (May) 

4 (May) 

ADMISSION 

MAY 

14 

21 

17 

24 

— 

HOUSE & GARDEN 

JUNE 

4 

7 

. 

Adults £3.00 


18 

21 

- 

Children (under 12 

JULY 

2 

S 

- 

yrs) & OAPs £2.00 


16 

19 

_ 



X 

2 (Aug) 

- 

GARDEN ONLY 

AUGUST 

13 

16 

- 

Adults £1.50 


27 

30 

31 

Children (under12 yrs) 

SEPTEMBER 

10 & 24 

13 & 27 

- 

& OAPs £1.00 


Disabled Visitors Welcome at all opening times. Group visits by 
special arrangement TELEPHOME: OXFORD (0865) 881 92» 
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ALONE? DEPRESSED? SUICIDAL? 


Tlie 

Samaritans 

r 

^ J Isi 

I Phone (24 hours) 


I FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 


Amersham 432000 

/ 

j$77 / 

Bracknell 55556 



Milton Keynes 667777 

Newbury 42452 

Oxford 722 1 22 


' / 

Reading 505505 
Slough 3101 1 

y'YyL- 

/ 

Alwavs there at the end of the lineX^^ 


_L. 


OIL PAINTINGS FROM VIDEOS 

I will capture a frame from a video tape (in 
place of the normal photograph) and use 
this to commission that special portrait in 
oils of your favourite animal, details to 

Anthony Fryer, SOUTHWOOD FINE ARTS. 
69 Southwood Drive, Bristol BS9 2QX 
Tel: 0272 685091 

FULL REFUND IF NOT SATISFIED 



"HEALING DAMAGED EMOTIONS" 


The Way to Spiritual and Relational Wholeness 
16 - 19 June 1992 

A national conference in Oxford led by 
Dr David Seamands 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
Wilmore, Kentucky, USA 

There will be 10 sessions, each exploring a biblical and practical 
approach to the healing of emotional problems 



Dr Seamands books include: 

Healing Damaged Emotions; Healing of the Memories ; 
Healing Grace; Putting Away Childish Things 

The conference is sponsored by: 

The Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling 

For further details, and application form, please write to: 

OCIG (CONF 92), 11 Norham Gardens, Oxford, OX2 6PS 


J 


CONFERENCE 

THE CHALLENGES OF PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

10-12 APRIL 

At the heart of the Trinity lies a mystery of tliree persons in relationship with one 
another, in and tlirough love. In so far as we reflect the image of God, we too 
have to relate in relationships of love. This weekend is devoted to an outline of 
personal relationships of love 

Dr Jack Dominian 'The Psychological Roots of Relationships "; 

Peter Bowe OSB " Living Together: the Benedictine Model"; 

Jennifer Dines 'The Marriage Relationship in the Old & New Testament". 

A theological and psychological investigation into a theme of vital importance in 
our everyday lives. The lectures will form the background to informal 
discussions. The contribution of participants is an integral part of the weekend. 

At: Douai Abbey, Upper Woolhampton, Reading, Berks. 

Fee: £55 inclusive per person. 

Enquiries: Mrs Christa Darragh, 41 Wellington Road, London Ell 2AS. 
Telephone: 081-989 4679 


ENJOY THE BENEFITS 
OF REGAL WINDOWS 
8 CONSERVATORIES 



•Easy Payments Available* 

•No Deposit 
•Local Manufacturer 
•Our Reputation is Built on Quality 


Ptesss Hots: The 
showroom will be 
temporarily dos- 
ed for repairs on 
Saturday, 14th 
March ONLY. 


‘WRITTEN CREDIT DETAILS ON REQUEST 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
OR RING US NOW FOR A 
FRE£ QUOTATION 



FOR A FRIENDLY NO OBLIGATION QUOTE TEL: OXFORD 790101 


Regal 

Windows & Conservatories 
( 0865 ) 790101 
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NOAH'S ARK 


Pet Transport 
Service 

An invaluable service for elderly, invalid or 
non-driving pet owners. I will deliver with 
care and safety to vets, kennels, grooming, 
salon and house moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494)671737 


THE 

Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 

• Warm, homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, supportive professional staff 

• Short and Long stay • Easily accessible garden 

• Living room with open fireplace • Latest modem aids 

• Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Telt (0734) 832863 




CHILWORTH HOUSE 

Private rest home for the elderly. 24 -hour attention by caring staff. 
All amenities available. Single or sluiring roonts available. 

For details: 

7 Rectory Avenue, High Wycombe, 

Bucks HPP13 6HN 
Telephone: (0494) 526867 
A member of the British Federation of Care Home Proprietors 


Country Cousins 



&. Emergency Mother-. 


Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 


PROVIDES 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business TVips 
* ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible, efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

Posts 2-4 weeks, Residential, Good Salaries 
Telephone for full information 
24 Hour Answering Service. 




HEAD OFFICE REGION 
HORSHAM 0403 210415 Windsor 
YORK 0904 631369 

MIDLANDS REGION 
LUTTERWORTH 0455 558858 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 


N 


0753 832818 
Colchester 0206 768659 

SOUTH WEST REGION 

Plymouth 0752 346636 
BATH 0225 428438 

yeovil 0935 410343 


HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 

10A Market Square, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1EU 



COMMUNITY CARE 



We provide a caring service for 
the elderly and disabled in their 
own homes. If you have caring 
experience, hours to spare, day 
or night, and transport: 
Please ring (0993) 850050 
for details of pay and hours. 
(Reg as an Emp Agy/Bus) 


TOTAL CARE 

St. Lukes Home for the Elderly 

Marshland Square, Caversham, Emmer Green, Reading. RG4 8RP 
This unique home offers :- 

• All accommodation situated at ground floor level. 

• No steps, stairs or lifts to negotiate. 

• The advantage of en-suite facilities in every bedroom. 

* • A sophisticated emergency radio-call system. 

• Your own private telephone line if you choose. 

• Opportunities to remain as mobile as you are able. 

• A high standard of care spanning a 24 hr 7 day week 

Telephone our Manager on: 0734 461424 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, Including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and Independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £170 per week 
DHSS funded residents welcome. 
Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long. Short and Respite Care 

Tel. HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 445100 


Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 


Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road 
Oxford. 

Tel: Oxford 

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ?9i8i8 

Good range of information held on most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom; general household. 

Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2. 30-4. 30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 

Call in or telephone between 
1-4pm weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays 

Member of the Oxfordshire Durability Inlormaiion Network (ODIN) 



LADY NUFFIELD 
HOME 

The Lady Nuffield Home is a friendly residential home caring 
for 28 residences; all have their own room. Close to local 
shops, amenities and on city centre bus route. 

Further details from MRS BERYL HOLT RGN, 
NDN, 165 Banbury Rd, Oxford, OX2 7AW. 

Telephone: 

OXFORD (0865) 58044 

ST LUKE’S 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 7PF 



St Luke's Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in a quiet 
residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely and has many 
modem facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool and a well equipped 
physiotherapy department. Many of the comfortable rooms have en suite 
facilities and televisions, and all rooms have their own telephone. There are 
spacious lounges and dining rooihs and all the food is home made. Full 
nursing care is provided and St Luke's has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 



Connect 

Care 

24 hour live-in care and 
housekeeping service at 
home for elderly and 
disabled people. 
Sensible prices. 

Telephone: 

Connect Care 

now, for details on 

0454 321957 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
(0065) 660505 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


(consult us 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours need help 
in the home? 

If so "Consult us" 

for resident, temporary or long term 
care c4 the elderly, the sick and the 
young at home. 

Nurses, housekeepers, companions, 
nannies and mothers’ helps. 

CONSULTUS AGENCY 

17 London Road 
Tonbridge, Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 

(0732) 355231 


ST KATHERINE'S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

St Katherine's is a friendly dual registered home for the 
elderly. Individual rooms, close to local amenities. 
Further details from: 

The Head of House, St Katherine's House, 
Ormond Rd, Wantage, OX12 8EA. 
Telephone 02357 2739 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care/ 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


A HOME FROM HOME 


Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

COVERDALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 
private garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
landscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy, but they 
have the assurance of an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels” and laundry service are 
available as and when required. There is a communal guest suite 
which eases the burden of hospitality. 

The houses are of different size (from one to three bedrooms) 
and design, but they are all built to the same high quality. They 
are to be sold on a long lease of 125 years. 

Prospectuses are available. Inspection is invited. Please 
telephone in the first instance: Chris and Hilary Wharton, 0935- 
72102. One of the first residents has kindly said that he will 
answer any informal queries in confidence; telephone: 0935- 
77835. 

It has just been announced that Coverdale Court has received 
the 1991 RIBA/DoE Housing Design Award for the South-West 
Region. 
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Exploring their skills 




How the Cornerstone 
, A , was paid for... 


Hi there! 

I hope your Lent journey (March 
DOOR) is going well! 

Easter will soon be with us, and 
on Easter Day we celebrate Je- 
sus’ Resurrection (coming back 
to life). His friends didn’t expect 
that to happen. 

Have you ever had something 
happen to you that you hadn’t 
expected? Think of the last su- 
prise you had! It gives you an 
odd, almost frightened feeling at 
first. If what happens is good, it 
soon becomes an excited, joyful 
feeling. Jesus’ friends had had 
the sadness and horror of Holy 
Week, with his arrest, trial and 
death. He had told them it would 
happen, but they probably didnt 
imagine it would be as bad as it 
turned out. 

. Then, suddenly, there was the 
empty tomb, and Jesus appearing 
to some of his friends. At first 
they couldn’t believe their eyes! 
How might you would have re- 
acted? But he allowed them to 
touch Him, and He ate a meal 
with them, and ghosts don’t do 
that, as Jesus Himself told them! 

You can read about everything 
that happened, at the end of each 
of the Gospels — Matthew, Mark, 


Luke and John — and at the very 
beginning of Acts. Talking of 
suprises, how about making a 
surprise Easter message? 

You will need: Cress seed, lint, 
blotting paper or kitchen roll, 
and a shallow, waterproof tray. 
Put the lint, blotting paper or 
pieces of kitchen roll in the bot- 
tom of the tray, and moisten it 
with water. Carefully drop cress 
seeds on to it to make the letters 
of the message you want for 


A project to prepare the Ex- 
plorers (youth group for 8-11 
year olds) of St Andrew’s, 
Chinnor, to lead a family serv- 
ice developed into the church’s 
first ‘All-age Learning’ week- 
end. It attracted more than 70 
people, young and old, and the 
children’s activities included 
making bread, an altar fron- 
tal ( both used at the family 
service), and a collage of Chin- 
nor, plus sewing, woodwork- 
ing (pictured), a video work- 
shop and a helium balloon race. 
The frontal was a collection of 
the handprints of everyone who 
took part, and each was linked 
to another ‘forming one chain’. 


Easter (e.g. “He is risen”, “Jesus 
is alive Alleluia!”, or any other 
Easter message you can think of. 
You will need to make sure that 
the seeds stay moist for about a 
week. Keep them in a reasona- 
bly well lit place. 

If you’ve timed it properly, by 
Easter Day you should have a 
luxuriant, green, living Easter 
message, which could surpise 
your family or a special friend. 

Have a really blessed Easter! 


Showing 
Helen 
the Way 

I was sitting in orchestra one 
Wednesday afternoon, putting 
my flute away after a hard hour’s 
playing. In my case I keep, among 
other bits, some Taize music. 
Helen, who sat next to me, saw it 
and suddenly asked: “Are you 


YOUNG 

DOOR 


very religious?” Oh no! A young 
person is asking me about God. 
What do I do???? 

Of course, I said yes. But that 
wasn’t enough — she wanted to 
know more. Was I a Christian? 
Did I go to church? She was 
obviously keen to talk aboyt it, 
and wanted to know more. 

We’ve been getting to know 
each other for six weeks or more 
now, and a trust has built up 
which gives us the space we need 
to talk about all sorts of things. 
God trusted me to be in His front 
line with Helen, and I trust him 
to be with me when I'm with her. 

In exploring my own vocation, 
I felt called to start training at 
Oxford Youth Works. Their 
nine-month training combines 
practical and theoretical work to 
give experience in contact work, 
organisation, theology, counsel- 
ling, public speaking and other 
skills useful to a full-time parish 
youth worker 

Before entering Oxford Youth 
Works as a trainee last October, 
1 had had some years’ experi- 
ence in church youth clubs and 
Diocesan events , including 
Springboard (Diocesan Youth 
Assembly), but my calling to 
pursue training in full-time Chris- 
tian youth work was very strong. 

The course ends in July this 
year, and I am seeking employ- 
ment within a parish as a youth 
worker. I hope for a challenging 
role that enables me to enthusi- 
astically help young people grow 
within the love of Christ and 
their community. Amanda Ellis 


The Appeal for £2 million which 
has now culminated in the dedi- 
cation of the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone in Milton Key- 
nes was launched on July 5, 1988. 
During the following month the 
appeal office researched trusts 
and businesses both locally and 
nationally for their support. 

On May 31, 1990, Lord Cam- 


bell of Eskan turned the first turf, 
and building started four days 
later. By then, £1.2million had 
been raised, and support for the 
Appeal was henceforth deter- 
mined by the progress of the 
work. Visitors to the site could 
clearly make out the baptistry, 
the circular worship area and 
various halls, rooms and centres. 

A large crane on the site and 
served as a landmark for those 
who had previously not been sure 
where the City Church was go- 
ing to be, and in September chil- 
dren from the congregation of 
the Christ the Cornerstone 
Church in the Library laid plinth 
stones. A ‘Buy a Brick’ cam- 
paign started in November with 
165,000 bricks tosell. Each name 
will be recorded in a book, often 
in memory of someone dear or 
even as a birthday present, and 
more than £3000 has been raised. 

The dome was constructed on 
the ground and on December 19 
it was lifted into position — a 
great moment for us which im- 
mediately changed the skyline 
of Milton Keynes. This gave a 
great boost to the Appeal and 
brought in many more donations, 


including an anonymous cheque 
for £100,000. * 

Since then, many of our do- 
nors have had their names em- 
broidered on a commemorative 
cloth, the brainchild of Marga- 
ret Roos, a member of the con- 
gregation. This has raised £2000. 
Other fundraising events includ- 
ed a nuns and vicars rugger 


match, a ball at Stowe School, a 
concert by the Morriston Or- 
pheus Choir, an aerobics wo^Vx 
out, the sale of lace bobbins 
with ‘Milton Keynes City 
Church’ inscribed on them, and 
the sale of a limited edition of 
Model ‘T’ Ford vans. 

On December 20 last year the 
great day came when the keys 
were handed over, and the build- 
ing was ours at last. Since then 
money has continued to come 
in, and more recently has been 
allocated to specific items for 
the Church such as Bibles, hymn 
books and a Communion paten. 
However, there is still just over 
£80,000 to raise. 

Some donors live as far away 
as Australia, some live in Scot- 
land and Cornwall. Many of 
them live in or around Milton 
Keynes. There have also been 
churches in other parts of the 
country who have given to us, 
even though they have been busy 
raising money for their own 
buildings. ^ 

This was my first major fund- 
raising project and I feel proud 
and privileged to have been able 
to play a part in it. 



Missing Visitations 

Apologies to the Oxford and Cowley Deaneries for leaving them out of 
the Visitation list last time. Cowley Deanery’s Visitation by the Bishop 
of Oxford will be on Monday, May 18 at St Christopher’s School, 
Temple Road and Oxford’s on Tuesday, May 19 in St Mary’s Kidling- 
ton. Both will start with prayers at 7 30pm. At 8 30pm questions will be 
put to an Opum Forum panel with the Bishop, the Archdeacon, Canon 
Brian Pettifer, the new Principal of the Oxford Area Christian Training 
Scheme, the Revd Barbara Doubtfire, the Parish Development Officer 
and Dr Frank Robson, the Diocesan Registrar. 


Vicky Wade tells the story of the 
Milton Keynes City Church Appeal, 
for which she has been Fundraiser 



VADC 

Arterial Disease Clinic 


TREATING CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES 
HEART ATTACKS, ANGINA, STROKES 

FREE RADICALS, NOT CHOLESTEROL. CAUSE CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE. EXCESS CHOLESTEROL ONLY EXACERBATES THE PROBLEM 
Arterial disease is the main cause of death and disability in the LTnited 
Kingdom. It is largely preventable. 

Britain's first established Chelation Clinic 
9 year's experience following full *ACAM protocol 
Safe and effective protocol over the past 27 years in the USA, where more 
titan 2 million Americans have chosen chelation infusions ratlter titan surgery. 
TREATMENT IS CARRIED OUT BY EXPERIENCED MEDICAL 
* CONSULTANTS AND DOCTORS. 

♦AMERICAN COLLEGE OF ADVANCEMENT IN MEDICINE 
NORTH - 70 THE AVENUE, LEIC.H, LANCASHIRE. 

TEL: 0942 676617. FAX: 0942 260285 
SOUTH - 57 A WIMPOLE STREET, LONDON W1M 7DE. 

TEL: 071 486 3812. FAX: 071 486 3816 



( zfkamesiieQd JVluitsing xjiome 


QVaitg/tai/e ^oaof 
^entfey-on-^kames, Qm. 


Beautifully situated on the banks of 
the River Thames with superb 
accommodation. 24-hour Qualified 
Nursing for post operatives, 
convalescent or full rehabilitation 
care of the elderly for short or long 
stays. 


Telephone: Henley 575002 Matron 
Henley 571103 Office 
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Night and Day Cars are Stolen — 

It Occurs Every 60 Seconds 
So Don’t Let It Effect Your Easter 

Don ’t Just Lock It 

‘NIGHTSTICK’ 



NO INSTALLATION — SIMPLY LOCKS 
ON & PREVENTS WHEEL FROM 
TURNING 

BUILT-IN FLASHLIGHT WITH HIGH 
INTENSITY KRYPTON BULB 
MOTION & SHOCK SENSORS DETECT 
ILLEGAL ENTRY 

FLASHING LED DETERS THIEVES 
HIGH ENERGY ELECTRONICS SIREN 
CARBONISED HTS"™ CONSTRUCTION 
& INTERNAL ROLLER BAR — 
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO CUT 

HARDENED STEEL LOCK 
QUICK REMOVAL & EASY STORAGE 


The UK's NO. 1 
VEHICLE SECURITY 
DEVICE 


AutoExpress 
5 Star 

Recommended 



FULL & PART-TIME 
AGENTS URGENTLY 
REQUIRED 
NATIONWIDE 

GUARANTEE 

Your no claims bonus of 
to £250 will be paid in 
the event of your vehicle 
being stolen with the 
Nightstick installed. 


ORDER NOW OR 
ARRANGE A FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 
(IT TAKES ONLY 5 MINUTES) 
CALL 


ACT NOW TOMORROW COULD BE TOO LATE 


THE LAST ALARM YOU'LL EVER NEED TO BUY! 






TOGETHER WE LL CRACK IT 
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^Jlightpath 

Worldwide Travel Services 

62 Park Lane, Poynton, Cheshire SKI 2 IRE 
Tel: 0625 859515 Fax: 0625 850514 


FARESAVERS: 

NEW ZEALAND 

AUSTRALIA 

USA 

S AFRICA 
CANADA 


LONGSTAY FARESAVERS SUMMER ’92: 


from £615 
from £549 
from £199 
from £579 
from £199 


CANARIES 

MALAGA 

FARO 

PALMA 

ALICANTE 

ATHENS 


from £95 
from £85 
from £79 
from £79 
from £79 
from £95 


MANY MORE DESTINATIONS AVAILABLE 
So whatever your travel needs call us NOW on: 

0625 859515 


2 



Short Term Respite Care in Nursing Homes 

The fund has vacancies for short-term placements for respite care and convalescenes 
at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, Wessex House, Bournemouth and Lammermuir 
House, Dunbar Scotland. 

We are aware of the need to give those caring for a dependant relative a well earned 
break and can admit to our Homes where exceptional care is given by dedicated and 
compassionate staff. 

Please telephone Mrs Shirley Stevens, convalescent bookings on 081-643 0202 
or write to her at: 

The Civil Service Benevolent Fund, Fund House, Anne 
Boloyn's Walk, Cheam, Sutton, Surrey, SM3 BOY 


USA HOLIDAYS 

FLORIDA BAHAMAS 
only £149.50 pp 

Over bought corporate packages now available to general public 

★ 8 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 
FLORIDA/BAHAMAS CRUISE 

Call us now on (0233) 300302 
Open 9am-8pm 


Ideal centre for visiting Welsh Flower & 
Garden Festival, Ebbw Vale • 

May to September 1902 

CASANERIFE HOLIDAYS 

Relax and enjoy lie oomtort of a modem 
hoi day bungalow situated amidst beautiful 
scenery in Souh-West Wales. 

Mountains and sea views from the bungalow 
windows. Sleeps six; pafio, large garden. 

Al amenities, plenty to see and do. 

Local ishing, boating, trekking, canoeing. Not 
isolated. 

Phone 0604 870364 for free brochure or send 
SA.E. to: 

Casanerlfe Holidays 
4, Denton Road 
Horton 

Northampton NN7 2BE 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that someone 
special, whether you are single, widowed, 
or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 
WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE SA.E.) TO 

NEW DA Y INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace, Waterfool, Rossendale, 
Lancashire, BB4 9JQ 




ArdeCve 

9ty(e of Locfiatsh 
T\gss-sfiire, 11/40 8DZ 

Relax in comfortable, traditional surroundings in this 
historic West Highland guest house. A wide range of 
interest weeks or tours available. Cliristian retreat 
weeks/weekends and conferences a speciality. 

A warm welcome and excellent food assured. 

Open February to November ( + New Year ) 

Please contact: Colin and Mary Deans 
Telephone: 059 9R5 233 


Settee needs recovering? 

Attic to cellar refurbishment? 

For superb interior design & decoration 
look no further than the 




Travelling Interior Design 
Showroom 

Nikki Alcock (Amersham) 
(0296) 696897/623171 


WITHOUT THIS ATTRACTION YOU MIGHT 
NOT SEE THE OTHERS 

THE THAMES BARRIER 

THE LARGEST MOVABLE FLOOD 
BARRIER IN THE WORLD 



Visitors Centre with Exhibition 

Spectacular new Audio-Visual Show 
Hallett's Panorama of Bath 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Admission Price (Discounts: seniors, children, groups) 

Self-service Cafeteria with Riverside Terrace 
Function Room and Evening Carvery 
for pre-booked groups: 
t»081-316 4438 

Well stocked book and souvenir shop. Riverside Walkways and Picnic 
Area. Round Barrier Cruises 
Ample Car Parking. FREE COACH PARK 
Regular boats from Westminster. Tower and Greenwich Piers 
Train to Charlton 

THAMES BARRIER VISITORS CENTRE V 

— illll O081-854 1373 

Unity Way. Woolwich. London SE18 5NJ 




FLIGHTS ASSURED 


DIVINE DESTINATIONS 

Florida Fly-Drives 

£239 

Easter in Orlando 

£349 

(from Birmingham) 


Malaga 

£109 

Canaries 

£139 

Algarve 

£129 


Superb accommodation available Canaries, 
Florida, Algarve. 

Privately owned, exceptional quality. 

0905 23978/25269 

Retail Agents for ATOL 



Fitted Kitchens 

to suit most Budgets 

Personal Service and Attention to Details 
by Experienced Designers and installers 

OR 

Refurbish your Kitchen 

with Replacement Doors, Worktops, 
Sinks and Taps 

Telephone Tadley 
( 0734 ) 813605 

Brian Shadwell 

Independent Kitchen Design Consultant 



HANGING 


BASKET STANDS 

k*v 

* Holds three 12 inch Baskets (not 
supplied) 

* All Steel Construction 

* Weather Resisting Baked-On Stove 

* Enamel Finish in Semi -Gloss Garden 
Green 

* Top unscrews for easy transportation. 

* Built to the highest standard by Devon 
Craftsmen 

* Baskets also available 

* Trade Enquiries Welcome 


Only 

£35.00 

inc VAT & 
£3.00 p&p 
Allow 21 days 
for delivery 


Send cheque or PO to J & M Unit W1 A 
Wallsend Industrial Estate, Cattledown, 
Plymouth, Devon (0752) 251826 

Send large SAE for full colour brochure 


No 9 Studio Pottery 


High Quality Architectural Ceramics Exterior 
and Interior, Hand Made Tiles and Fittings, 
Chimney Pots. Finials and Ornamentals. Murals 
and Dccoratives. 

24hr. Phone & Fax (0628) 475078 
Mobile Phone (0860) 314604 






94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cop& — Small enough, to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10 year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of A/. A. T. 



©rnatt fcrotructs 

Manufacturer of Garden Ornaments 


Ornate products offer an exciting selection of 
superb wall planters and plaques, guaranteed 
to grace homes and gardens of all sizes. 
Family run business with ten years experience 
in the design and manufacture of classical 
ornaments. 

Orders can be submitted by post, fax or telephone. 

Please contact Stephen or Shelia for further assistance. 

Limecroft Road, Knaphill, WOKING, Surrey GU21 2TH 
Tel: (0483) 486566 Fax: (0483) 797809 


MS 



Woolhampton 
(0734) 714098 


Designer 

Landscapes 


Designs, Rockeries, Brick Paths, 
Ponds, Retaining Walls, Pergolas, Patios, 
Fencing, Planting and Drives. 



A.C. STEWART SHEDS 

6. Chichester Road, Portsmouth 
Ports: 690439 Cosham: 381020 (Evenings) 

3x3 £90 



4x4 
6x4 
7x5 
8x6 
12x10 £275 
10x0 £225 

10x6 £190 


£100 

£120 

£130 

£165 


maoTHEm 

SIZES 

AVAILABLE 

Only with this advert 


FENCING 

Workshop 

6, Stamford Street, Fratton 

(0705) 294138 


Fencinc 

j erected 

FREE ES 

5TI MATES 

6x6 

£8 

6x5 

£7.50 

6x4 

£7.00 

6x3 

£6.50 


TREATED 


OPEN SUNDAY 
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TRAVEL SELL-OUT. West Coast 
Holiday Package to Los Angeles 
and Disneyland tor 10 days. Free 
Car Hire. Original Value £531. 
Strictly first 100 callers £99.50 per 
person. Phone our Travel Hotline 
now on 0223 300304. 


COTSWOLD, NORTHLEACH. 
Holiday cottage to let, sleeps 2-4. 
No pets. (0895) 833820. 


VACATION TERM FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDY 

St Anne's College, Oxford. 

25 July-8 August 1992 

Main courses 

Cut Ik personnel in O.T. - Rev H. Mowvley. 
N.T. A the family - Dr J. Barclay. Themes in 
Genesis 1-11 - Dr R. P. Gordon. Church A 
State - Rev J. W. Thurroer. 

Other lectures by Dr. C. Schwobel, Dr A. 
Shukman A Rev J. W. Wenham. Hebrew A N. 
T Greek at all levels. Full Board £186, 
Lectures £35 per wk. Stay one or two weeks, 
non-residents welcome. Some bursaries 
available. For further details send s.a.e. to: 

Mias G. J. Guest, 32 Stanbury Crescent, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 6PD 


PLANNING 

YOUR 

WEDDING? 


a lovalf sanies « 


For Mmdlf aMn contact: 

Alison 
L'Estrange 
Tel: 084428 427 






F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
irinistry could not continue. 



"Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal" 


# SILOAM 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES l 
5, Clarendon Place, | 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG 

If you would like to know more about our g 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine 


NAME .... 
ADDRESS . 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR and FER- 
RAMENTA specialist. Tel: 0494 
23978. Somerset House, 145 
London Road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP11 1BYT. 


English Country Gardeners 

Arborlcultural Services 
Ttee Surgery 
Fully Insured 

Problem trees and hedges. Cemetery 
and garden maintenance. References 
available. Council approved. 

Tel: (0296) >41560 


HOLY LAND TOUR 
FEBRUARY 1993 

A meeting will be held on Friday 
3rd April 1992 at 7.30pm in 
ENSTONE PARISH HALL for 
everyone interested in joining us 
on this tour. We will see a video 
of Israel, and discuss the itinery 
and any other relevant details. 
To find out more please contact 
Ruth & George Hicks 

Telephone: 0608 677228 

(Coming to the meeting will not commit 
you to going on the tour) 


MUSIC & WORSHIP 
FOUNDATION 
OXFORD 

presents 

An Easter Musical 

MARY MAGDALENE. 

By Roger Jones 

Tuesday 14th April. 
7.30pm Oxford Town Hall 
Tickets £3.00 

Send cheques payable to Music 
& Worsliip Trust to: 

J.G. Kingdon, 5 Pound 
Croft, Grove, Wantage, 
Oxon, OX12 OBZ 


UNEMPLOYED 

EXECUTIVES 

Support, advice and 
encouragement offered by an 
experienced, qualified, ex-senior 
manager/director. 

One-to-one consultations, help with 
job search, preparation and produc- 
tion of CVs interview techniques 
and personal presentation. 
Reasonable terms. First hour's con- 
sultation free with no obligation. 

Please telephone 

UEX-TIMESLICE 
21 Broadway, 
Maidenhead, Berks 
SL6 1JK. (0628) 785466 


A B Gtt'$ ra pfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


•TOUCH 


Books for 
Easter 
form all 
leading 
bookshops 

MUONS 
BLACKWELLS 
HAMM1CKS 
ST. ANDREWS 
___ THE CHAPTER 

TER house 



Sermons of spirit and energy 


There could be many reasons for 
turning to Word Over All (SPCK, 
£9.99) a new collection of ser- 
mons and addresses by Canon 
Eric James. When the Bishop of 
Oxford introduced him at the last 
Diocesan Conference, he claimed 
that he was “one of the six best 
priests in England not to be made 
a bishop”. If the other five preach 
as well, there is hope for the 
Church of England. 


Collections of sermons can be 
dull indeed. But they can be spir- 
ited, vocal and energising. Hap- 
pily, those gathered here belong 
to the second category: forty ser- 
mons by a distinguished preach- 
er — ranging from views on por- 
trait painting, to Faust and Les 
Carmelites, homilies for Holy 
Week and Easter, and memorial 
addresses for Ericr Abbott, Bish- 
op Reindorp and Evelyn Under- 


hill. Rossini spent a lifetime try- 
ing to set Shakespeare’s laundry 
list to music: these homilies are a 
rare example of just that. The 
centenary of Howard Spring 
prompts a meditation on Ambi- 
tious Overreach, and an inscrip- 
tion in a Leicestershire church 
leads to a discussion of the essen- 
tial corruption of the Church. 

The collection includes the ser- 
mon preached at Bishop Rich- 



ard’s consecration on Ascension 
Day 1987. The message “Only 
Connect” remains as important 
today as it did when it was first 
given. 

Nicholas Cranfield 
The Revd Dr Nicholas Cranfield 
is Principal of the Berkshire Arch- 
deaconry Christian Training 
Scheme. 


Tales from Milton 

Keynes 


Most of us at some time in our 
lives want to know about our 
family history. Record Offices 
(and Diocesan Offices) receive 
many requests from those re- 
searching their family tree. 

Knowing where we have come 
from helps us to establish our 
own identity — as true for com- 
munities as for individuals. With 
an increasingly mobile popula- 
tion there is a risk that local 
knowledge and traditions will be 
lost for ever. 

Although much of Milton Key- 
nes was built in greenfield sites, 
it has its own local history - from 
the Romans to the railway age, 
and on to code breakers at Bletch- 
ley park. 

In Tales from Milton Keynes 
(Barracuda Books , Buckingham, 
£11.95) Canon John Houghton 
has created a rich tapestry of the 
area, setting the new city in con- 
text. To this he has added an 
account of the development of 
Milton Keynes and the contribu- 
tion of the churches during the 
25 years since it began. 

Mary Saunders 
Mrs Saunders is Secretary of the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee for 
the Care of Churches, and lives near 
Milton Keynes. Canon Houghton 
returned from N. Rhodesia! Zambia 
to England in 1974 and became Na- 
tional Promotions Secretary of Feed 
the Minds. He retired to Bletchley in 
1983. All royalties will go to the 
Christ the Cornerstone Appeal. 



St Giles, Stony Stratford, earlier this century 
— one of numerous illustrations in Tales from 
Milton Keynes . The church was almost de- 
stroyed by fire in 1964, but good came out of 
the disaster. During the rebuilding the sim- 
plicity and openness of the orginal Georgian 
design, obscured in a heavy handed restora- 
tion at the beginning of the century, was 
recaptured. 


Surviving solo 


■■■■ 

Letters from a Solo Survivor (Hodder and 
Stoughton, £3.99) by Kathy Keay, Milton Key- 
nes’ Evangelism Enabler, explores what it is like 
being alone as a single professional woman. 

In his foreword, Adrian Plass calls it a ‘commu- 
nication’, an articulate scream from a skilled 
spokeswoman for a neglected minority. If it is a 
scream which comes from the struggle to survive 
solo living, then it is a pretty creative one; and 
there are plenty of shouts of laughter around also. 

There is realism, too. The letter writer lives in a 
place “where it is tough at times being a Solo 
Survivor, but it’s becoming clear to me that there 
aren’t many ‘normal’ families left around here 
anyway”. The solo life may have its particular 
struggles, but “there is no lifestyle that’s ulti- 
mately free fromTeal demands”. 

It is the attempt to articulate these demands that 
is a strength of this book. Ordinary day-to-day 
events — such as relating to neighbours, family 
and friends, or managing a job and a home, are 
often imaginatively and creatively explored. She 
writes, too, of issues of human sexuality, of faith, 
birth and death, and of world concerns — explor- 
ing these in relation to faith in God. 

You can read this book quickly and easily. If 
you live alone, there is much to identify with. I 
wouldn’t have had the courage to “tell it the way 
it is” so honestly, so I was grateful for someone 
prepared to do so. 

I was irritated by the stylistic device of capital 
letters Sprinkled Lavishly throughout the book. 
There is enough substance and lightness of touch 
to make this device unnecessary: But See What 
You Think... 

Judy Rees 

The Revd Judy Rees is Director ofCottesloe Christian 
Training Programme, and Parish Deacon of St James, 
Great Horwood near Milton Keynes. 


For the first time, top bookselling 
chains like Dillons and Hammicks 
will be among hundreds of book- 
shops to make a range of Chris- 
tian books their main focus for 
the weeks leading up to Easter. 

The collection of 19 books se- 
lected will be available at the end 
of March, and is called ‘Touch 
Reality’. It is the result of co- 
operation by three publishers: 
Hodder and Stoughton, Harper 


Books for Easter 


Collins and Lion Publishing in 
Oxford. The books range from 
information about Christianity 
such as The Lion Handbook to 
the Bible (£9.99 new paperback 
edition) to children’s books and 
contemporary spiritual classics 
such as Delia Smith’s A Journey 
into God (£4.99). All the books 


have been carefully chosen for 
their interest and relevance to 
people who are interested in 
Christianity as outside observ- 
ers. They also offer excellent read- 
ing to Christians. Lent is tradi- 
tionally a time for renewed com- 
mitment to spiritual growth, and 
these books offer ways to do 


this. Touch Reality has won sup- 
port from Archbishop Carey, who 
says: “The Christian story needs 
telling and retelling. The power 
of the written word in spreading 
the good news of Christ remains 
enormous, even in an age of vid- 
eo and television. I am delighted 
to commend this promotion of 
popular and imaginative Chris- 
tian writing. May God bless this 
bold initiative.” 



Green 

working 

holiday? 


Spend a week to a month in Southern 
Spain helping a charity to green the 
deserts — tree planting, organic garden- 
ing, devising simple devices for the 
hungry, etc — with expert supervision. 

Live in our research centre in an idyllic 
mountain village. Work four hours a day and have the time 
to enjoy the spectacular country, swimming, sun, wholefood 
and good- company. 

You pay from £45 per week (£37 low- 
waged, etc.) (Non-working visitors 
welcome at £70 a week). Send £1 for 
full details to Sunseed Desert 
Technology. 



SKD 


SUNSEED DESERT TECHNOLOGY 

(Sunseed Trust Regd. Charity No. 292511) 
l><) Box 2000, Dept DR, Cambridge CBS 81 1<>. 
Tel: (0284) 728863 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authon welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPlfl PRESS (Dept A. 24) 
4/6 EflJe Road, London SW6 1TD 


WANTED A 
NEW HOME 

The DCC of St Johns Farnham 
Common have a good quality 
Oak Lectern surplus to 
requirements, if your fellow.sliip 
seeks an interesting carved 5ft 
lectern, please apply as below. 
Available 100 English Hymnals 
in moderately presentable 
condition. 

Donations to St Johns 
Fabric Fund. 

Apply to Stephen Coozens, 
7 Woodland Glade, 
Farnham Common, 
Slough, Bucks, SL2 3RG. 

Tel: (0753) 647485 


TIIE MODERN Clll K( ’ll PEOPLE'S UNION 


8TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

High Leigh Conference Centre 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire 

14-17 July 1992 

CHRISTIANITY AND 
EASTERN FAITHS 

HINDUISM, BUDDHISM AND 

SICKHISM 

In the Chair: Professor John Hick 

This year’s conference seeks to learn 
something of the great Eastern 
Faiths, their attitude to Qiristianity 
and to engage in dialogue with them. 
Booking detials may be obtained 
from : 

Conference Secretary: 

The Revd Nick Henderson, 
St. Martin's Vicarage, 

25 Birch Grove, Acton, 
London W3 9SP 
(Tel: 081 992 2333) 
or 

Booking Secretary: 

The Revd Philip Harratt, 

The Vicarage, Chirbury, 
Montgomery, Powys SY15 6BN 
(Tel: 093 872 218) 
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DRAMA • MUSIC • WORSHIP • CELEBRATION • PRAYER 


Cast of thousands 
celebrates Easter 


A cast of more than 100, many of 
them from local churches, will take 
part in ‘The Mysteries for Milton 
Keynes’, an innovative production 
of a cycle of medieval mystery plays 
which move from the Creation to 
the Resurrection. The part of God is 
being acted by the Revd Keith Spen- 
ce, a local Unit- 
ed Reformed 
Minister; Mary, 
sister of Lazarus, 
by Sister Mau- 
reen Farrell, City 
Centre Chaplain 
and a member of 
the Church of 
Christ the Cor- 
nerstone’s min- 
isterial team; 
and Jesus by An- 
drew Downie, of 
the Wolverton 
Methodist 
Church. The Ru- 
ral Dean, the 
Revd Nigel 
Pond, will be 
one of the Three 
Kings, and his 
son and daugh- 
ter are also taking part. 

The original medieval text will be 
brought to life with period and con- 
temporary music specially com- 
posed by the musical director, the 
Revd Richard Holroyd. Costumes, 
based on the paintings of Pieter 
Brueghel, will reflect the produc- 
tion’s attempt to recreate the medi- 
eval world in which the artists, crafts- 
men and ordinary people saw them- 
selves in relation to God. The huge 
pageant cart, which is central to the 
production, is being made by three 
trainees from the local Manpower 
Forum . 

The plays will be performed on 
three levels of the new City Church. 
The first performance on April 10 is 
part of Celebration MK, which cel- 
ebrates the City’s 25th birthday, 
while the April 17 (Good Friday) 
and April 18 performances are part 
of the Christian Festival. On Good 
Friday, the audience is also invited 
to join in the traditional three-hour 
meditation inside the City Church, 
or in their own churches all over the 
city. Other highlights of the Chris- 


tian Festival between April 11 
and 21 include ‘Down the 
Earth’ at 8pm at St Paul’s 
School, Leadenhall, when Fa- 
ther Pat Lynch (Roman Catho- 
lic) and the Revd Eric Delve 
(Anglican) will “bind up the 
wounds of the Reformation” 
and proclaim 
what unites 
them, while 
the Hot House 
Late Late 
Show on East- 
er Saturday in 
the Guildhall 
offers the 
Greenbelt 
team and hot 
punch “to 
keep you 
awake” from 
10pm until 
midnight with 
a panel of 
speakers in the 
hot seat to be 
asked what 
Christians re- 
ally believe. 
Don’t forget, 
either, to watch or take part in 
BBC Songs of Praise which is 
going out live from the Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone on 
Easter Day (6pm for 6.40pm). 

But if you can’t get to Milton 
Keynes, there is a full pro- 
gramme of Eastertide events 
all round the Diocese, includ- 
ing a variety of mystery plays. 
From April 10-12 ‘Hellbent 
on Heaven’ — an alternative 
mystery play based on the 
Screwtape Letters — will be 
performed at St Andrew’s, 
North Oxford, while from April 
17 -18 ‘The Vigil’ is being 
produced at St Nicholas’s 
Church, Cuddington, near 
Aylesbury. The Long Crendon 
cycle of York mystery plays 
needs no introduction. This 
year’s dates are April 29 -May 
2. Benjamin Britten enthusasts 
should make for Sandford St 
Martin on May 1 and 2, for 
performances of ‘Noye’s 
Fludde’. Details of these and 
other events are on this page. 



WHAT’S ON 


APRIL 

Thurs 2 HENLEY ON THAMES. 

‘Welcome to Spring’, a celebration 
through poetry, music, painting etc. £10. 
Ann Persson, Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, 
Henley on Thames, RG9 5DH. 

Sat 4 LONG CRENDON. Teas at St 
Mary’s Church House, 3-5. 30pm. Sun- 
days & some Sats until Sept. 27. Parties 
catered for. Tel. 0844 201096. 

Sat 4. ADDERBURY. St Matthew Pas- 
sion, Parish Church, 7pm. Banbury Cho- 
ral Society, Cherwell Orchestra. Tickets 
from Ottakars Bookshop, High Street, 
Banbury, or at door. 

Wed 8 WANTAGE. Wed 8. Healing serv- 
ice, 8pm Parish Church of SS Peter & 
Paul. Eucharist with laying on of hands. 
Tel. 02357 2829. 

Thurs 9 READING. Lunchtime music at 
St Laurence’s, 1.05pm. Guy Haskell, vi- 
olin & Joanna Miller/piano. Bloch, Dvo- 
rak & Prokofiev. Free. 

Thurs 9 HIGH WYCOMBE. Bishop of 
Oxford’s pre-Holy Week lecture ‘The 
Crucifixion of Christ in Contemporary 
Literature’. 8-9.45pm All Saints, Castle 
Street. £2.50. Chiltem Christian Training 
Programme: 0628 819099 ext 246, week- 
day mornings. 

Fri 10 OXFORD. Headington Singers 
perform Faur6, Bruckner, Wagner con- 
ducted by Tony Dwyer, at 8pm SS Mary 
& John, Cowley Road. Retiring collec- 
tion. 

Fril0-Sunl2 OXFORD. Hellbent on 
Heaven ’ , an alternative mystery play based 
on C S Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters ., at 
8pm (3pm matinee on 1 1th) St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road. 

Sat 11 HIGH WYCOMBE. EasterGar- 
dens’ practical demo. lOam-noon SS Mary 
& George, Dashwood Ave. £4. Details & 
bookings: Chiltem Christian Training 
Programme: 0628 819099 ext 246, week- 
day mornings. 

Sat 11 READING. The St Barnabas Dra- 
ma Group presents ‘The Message of East- 
er’ by Betty Howorth. 7.30pm St Barna- 
bas Church Hall, Elm Rd. Free. 0734 
873907. 

Sat 11 SHIPPON, nr Abingdon. ‘Bap- 
tised in Christ’ an opportunity to explore 
your vocation to serve God in your life 
and career & to bring our ministry alive. 
10am-4pm St Mary Magdalene Parish 
Hall, Barrow Road, Shippon. The Revd 
Ailsa Beech, 2 Ashcroft Close, Botley, 
Oxford OX2 9FF. 

Sat 11 STOKENCHURCH. FOCUS 
(Federation of Christian Caring & Coun- 
selling Schemes) at the Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green. All welcome to a Ge- 
stalt-style workshop led by Ruth Oliver. 
£10. Bring packed lunch. Details: Sheila 
Stephen 0734 575120. 

Sat 11 TILEHURST. ‘Banners for East- 
er’ 7.45pm St Mary Magdalene’s Church. 
Previous experience not necessary. All 
ages.The Revd Judy Rees, Cottesloe 
Christian Training Scheme, 15 Weston Rd, 
Great Horwood, MK17 0QR, 029671 
3603. * 

Sun 12 WHITCHURCH ON 
THAMES. Bring & Sing Messiah. 
3.30pm St Mary’s Church. Sing the bits 
you love best: Allelulia Chorus 4.40pm, 
Amen Chorus for 5.15pm. Tea 5.30pm. 
Budding soloists welcome, advance warn- 
ing needed. In aid of Churches Together 
in Berkshire Youth Project.0734 843219. 
Sun 12 DUNSMORE. The Dunsmore 
Singers present John Maunder’s ‘Olivet 
to Calvary ’ . 3pm Church of the Resurrec- 
tion. Philip Plumbley, tenor, Christopher 
Hood, baritone, Gordon Cumming & Gra- 


ham Nash, organ, John Kilbum conduct- 
ing. 

Tues 14 HENLEY ON THAMES. Be- 
hold the Lamb of God’, a demonstration 
of the Passover meal, teaching & medita- 
tion. Led by Ursula Jones, Church’s Min- 
istry among Jews. £10. Ann Persson, 
Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley on 
Thames, RG9 5DH. 

Tues 14 OXFORD. The Music in Wor- 
ship Foundation presents ‘Mary 
Magdalene’, an Easter musical by Roger 
Jones. 7.30pm Oxford Town Hall. £3. 
Paul Herrington, 0865 730834, Barbara 
Cox, 0865 774254 or pay on the door. 
Tues 14 OXFORD. ‘Stations of the 
Cross’ an exhibition of the work of Mary 
Stevens. St Giles Church. Mon-Fri 12- 
2pm, weekends 2-5pm. Tel. 08675 2498. 
Wed 15 PRESTWOOD. As Dunsmore, 
above.Holy Trinity 8pm. 

Fri 17 WENDOVER. As Dunsmore, 
above. St Mary’s 8pm. 

Fri 17 WOOLHAMPTON, nr Reading. 
Haydn’s ‘Seven Last Words from the 
Cross’ with the Voce String Quartet in- 
terspersed with spoken meditations. 8pm 
Douai Abbey. 

Fri 17 COOKHAM. Bach’s St John’s 
Passion’ by Holy Trinity Church Choir 
with soloists from Guildhall School of 
Music & Westminster Cathedral & Eng- 
lish Chamber Orchestra. 7.30pm Holy 
Trinity Church. 

Fri/Sat 17/18. CUDDINGTON, nr 

Aylesbury. ‘The Vigil’ a 3-act Easter 
play by Ladislas Fodor. 7pm St Nicholas 
Church. £2.50, cone, available. Details: 
0844 291313. 

Sun/Mon 19/20 GRENDON UNDER- 
WOOD. Easter Flower Festival, St Le- 
onard’s Church. Church open 1 lam-6pm, 
teas & cakes. Sunday service 10am. 

Fri 24 FINGEST. Healing service with 
laying-on of hands & anointing at Holy 
Communion. 10. 15am St Bartholomew ’s. 
Fri 24-Mon 27 HIGH WYCOMBE. 
Spiritual Life Convention at the Pastures’ 
Free Methodist Church. Speaker: the Revd 
John Homer. Meetings & worship each 
evening. Full details: Mr A Cooper, Half 
Acre, 48 Whitepit Lane, Flackwell Heath, 
High Wycombe, tel. 0628 522145. 

Sat 25 WITNEY. ‘Serving God in To- 
day’s World. Is God calling you?’ A 
chance to explore Christian ministry. 
10am-3.30pm, the Winchester Room, St 
Mary’s Parish Church. Details: Deacon- 
ess Ann Shukman 086983 761 or the 
Revd Ron Lloyd 0993 845954. 

Sat 25 BEACONSFIELD. Retired but 
not resigned’, a day workshop with Can- 
on William Purcell. 10am-4pm (bring 
lunch) St Thomas' Church Lounge, Holt- 
spur. £7. Details & bookings: Chiltem 
Christian Training Programme 0628 
819099 ext 246 weekday mornings. 

Sat 25 BURNHAM. ‘From Piaf to Por- 
ter’ with Jennifer Haylett, soprano & Ian 
Stewart, piano. 7.45pm, St Peter’s Church. 
£3. Other concerts later in the year, con- 
cessions if you book for all three. Mrs L 
Ford, Cornerstone Office, st Peter’s 
Church, Church St, Burnham, nr Slough 
SL1 7HX. 

Sat/Sun 25/26. DUCKLINGTON, nr 
Witney. Fritillary Flower weekend. The 
beautiful fritillary meadow about 400 
metres from Ducklington Church is open 
to the public between 2-5pm. And the 
Windrush Flower Arranging Club is dec- 
orating St Bartholomew’s Church . Cream 
teas each day in the village hall . Proceeds 
to Church fabric fund. 

Mon 27 WINDSOR. Organ Recital by 


Marie-Claire Alain. Works by Bach, 
Franck, Boellman, Vieme, Alain. 7.30pm 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. £5 
in support of Windsor Festival. Tickets 
from Dial House, Englefield Green, Sur- 
rey TW30 0DU or 0784 432618. 

Tues 28 OXFORD. ‘God is Alive & 
Well’ a CMS presentation by John Driver 
(formerly Sri Lanka). 8pm, coffee at 
7.30pm, St Andrew’s Church, Linton 
Road. All Welcome. Tel. 0865 245509. 
Tues 28 HIGH WYCOMBE. Dog 
Walking & other spiritual exercises’, first 
of 6 meetings: contemplation through 
activity, nature, music, stillness. 8-9.45pm 
Wesley Methodist Church, Priory Ave. 
£15 (the course). Details & bookings: 
Chiltem Christian Training Programme 
0628 819099 ext 246 weekday mornings. 
Tues 28 AYLESBURY. ‘Following 
Christ Today’ first of a 9-part course in 
moral issues & Christian ethics. 8-9.45pm. 
£23 (the coursef. Details & bookings: 
Chiltem Christian Training Programme 
0628 819099 ext 246, weekday morn- 
ings. 

Wed 29 OXFORD. ‘ Lessons from South 
Africa for Race Relations in the UK’. 
10.30am-4.30pm, the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies, SS Philip & James’ 
Church, Woodstock Rd. £20, cone, avail- 
able, lunch £5. Revd Frank Shayi, field 
director for Scripture Union South Africa 
reports on the changing scene in South 


Africa. Oxford Centre for Mission Stud- 
ies, above address or tel. 0865 56071. 
Wed 29-Sat May 2 LONG CRENDON. 
The Resurrection Cycle of the York Mys- 
tery Plays. 21st year. 8pm St Mapy\s 
Church Medieval Supper at 6.30pm on 
May 1-2. From £2.50 reductions for 
groups. Tel. 0844 208654. 

Thurs 30 WHITLEY WOOD, nr Read- 
ing. The first of a 7-session course run by 
St Pauls’s Church . ‘I Believe and Trust’ 
was published by the Mothers’ Union for 
the Decade of Evangelism. Led by the 
Revd Elizabeth Brazell in St Paul’s Church 
Hall. 2-3.30pm with refreshments. Joan 
Attwood 0734 876177. 

MAY 

Fri/Sat 1/2 SANDFORD ST 
MARTIN. ‘Noye’s Fludde’ by 
Benjamin Britten, 7pm St Martin’s 
Church. Dave Hughes: 0869 47294. J . • 

NOTICES 

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS IN 
AYLESBURY. St Mary’s Church, 
Thursdays, 12.45. 

THE ABBEY, SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY. April programme includes: 3-5: 
Poetry for the Expanding Consciousness, 
led by Sir George Trevelyan; 4: Recita- 
tion and music with Sir George Trevelyan 
and freidns; 26: Science, Christianity & 
Eastern traditions with Rupert Sheldrake. 
Full programme from The Abbey, Sutton 
Courtenay, OX14 4AF. 0235 847401. 


The Cathedral Church of Christ, Oxford 

Holy Week Services April 12-19 

Palm Sunday, Apr. 12: Holy Communion 8am; Sung Matins 10am; Sung; 

Eucharist 11.15am; Choral Evensong 6pm 

Said Matins 7.15am; Holy Communion 7.35am; 
Sung Evensong 6pm sermon by Canon John 
Fenton 

Said Matins 7.15am; Holy Communion 7.35am; 
Said Evensong 6pm; The Cathedral Choir will 
perform Bach’s St John’s Passion, 7.30pm. 

Said Matins 7.15am; Ho 1 ) Communion 7.35am; 
Service with Blessing of oils and renewal of 
ministerial commitment 11am; Maundy Eucharist 
with sermon by Canon John Fenton 7.30pm 

Morning Service 10am; Choral Evensong 6pm, 
sermon by Canon John Fenton 

Matins, Ante-Communion 7.15am; Sung Even 
song 6pm; The Easter Vigil 9pm 

Holy Communion 8am; Sung Matins 10am - 
preacher: The Bishop of Oxford; Sung Eucharist 
11.15am - The Dean; Sung Evensong 6pm 


April Prayer Diary 

For some years the Diocese has published a weekday Prayer Diary each quarter. A new 
quarterly Sunday Prayer Diary is now available, with a list of intentions for each 
Sunday covering: a deanery or an aspect of Diocesan life, an area of public concern 
or employment, part of the world Church linked to our Diocese. We shall be printing 
a shortened version of these in The DOOR each month. Copies of both Prayer Diaries 
are available from Parish Resources (an A5 SAE appreciated). 

April 5: Deanery of Cowley; Commissioning of June Faulkner as a Lay-Worker at St 
Michael's , Amersham on the Hill; the motor industry and motor trade; the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

April 12: Diocesan Young Adults event - Springboard ; Diocesan Youth Action Team 
and all who work with young people; parish churches as they enter Holy Week ; Terry 
Waite and Roger Symon, Secretaries at Lambeth for Anglican Communion Affairs. 
April 19 ( Easter Day): the Bishop of Oxford's office; our Cathedral - the Dean, 
clergy, lay staff and choir. 

April 26: Deanery of Wantage; low paid workers; General Synod Partnership for 
World Mission. 


Mon & Tues, 13,14: 
Wed, 15: 

Maundy Thursday: 

Good Friday: 
Saturday: 

Easter Sunday: 


CITY OF 

Oxford 

Orchestra 


Sat 4 April Sheklonian Theatre 7.30 

Jesu, my Joy 

Bach - Cantata 118 (’O Jesu Christ mein’s lebens Licht') 
Palestrina/Bach - Missa Sine Nomine 
Bach - Motet: Jesu meine Freude 
MICHAEL SMEDLEY, CONDUCTOR 

‘*‘’T»wnHlIl7T3(i‘ 

Handel's Messiah 

I Fagiolini 

City of Oxford Orchestra Chorus 
CEM MANSUR, CONDUCTOR 


BOOKING INFO 


City of Oxford Orcliestra, Paradise Sq 
Blackwells Music Shop, Holywell Si 
Oxford Box Office, Dillons Bookstore 

HMV Record Shop, Classical Dept 
44 Cornniarket St 
Oxford Town Hall 
St Aldate's 


(0865) 252365 
(0865) 792792 
(0865)791222 


Sun 12 


The "Welbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel * It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. # 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 
All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, • 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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United in worship as never before 



(continued from front page) 

not left out either. Adrian Boynton, the Di- 
rector of Music, showed star qualities and 
made us feel that our contribution also mat- 
tered. Combined with the efforts of the 40 - 
strong church choir it all sounded magnifi- 
cent, especially for Jonathan Dove’s new 
dedication anthem based on the words of 
Psalm 118 and ‘Now thank we all our God’. 
And we did thank Him — for the privilege of 
being there, for the world’s first ecumenical 
city church in all its grandeur, for the faith and 
work of those who had made it possible and 
most of all for the glimpse it gave us of the 
possibility of Church unity. 

“May this church in Milton Keynes be a 
pledge of our common commitment, a sign- 

From the Bishop of 
Oxford, The Rt Revd 
Richard Harries: 

^ The whole Diocese can take pleasure 
in the new church in Milton Keynes. It 
is because we are a large diocese that we 
have been able to give support to so many 
local ecumenical projects in Milton Keynes, 
of which Christ the Cornerstone is the 
wonderful fruit We take pleasure, and at 
the same time offer warm congratulations 
to all most intimately involved — for 
their vision and perseverance through 
some very difficult periods. 


post to an increasingly shared future and a 
beacon of hope for the whole community” 
said Cardinal Hume. He spoke for all of us. 
After the service the Queen visited the Cen- 
tre for Integrated Living (top right), the Pan- 
try (middle left) and the chapel (top left) 
where more Church leaders were presented 
to her including( left to right) the Revd John 
Slow (URQ the Revd Garth Rogers (Meth- 
odist), the Right Revd Leo McCartie (Roman 
Catholic) and the Right Revd Simon Bur- 
rows, Bishop of Buckingham. Earlier she had 
met the Presidents of Churches Together in 
England ( second left to right), the Revd Dr 
John Newton, the Revd Desmond Pember- 
ton, His Eminence Cardinal Basil Hume and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and also the 
Right Revd Richard Harries, the Bishop of 
Oxford (left) and the Archbishop’s Chaplain, 
Canon Graham James. 



From the Archbishop of 
Westminster, 

Cardinal Basil Hume: 

^ The opening of the Church of Christ the Cornerstone in 
Milton Keynes is a significant event in the journey of faith we 
share as followers of Jesus Christ Here we will grow in knowledge 
of our differing traditions, and in friendship and fellowship with 
one another. As we draw closer to Christ, I pray that His spirit 
may bring us eventually to the unity for which our Blessed 
Lord prayed. ™ 

From the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr George Carey: 

£ Ecumenism needs to be imaginative to be effective. The 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone is a symbol of the imagina- 
tive approach of all the churches to their ministry in Milton 
Keynes. There has been nothing half-hearted about ecumenical 
co-operation in this new city. I know that this fine new church will 
add further lustre to a story of ecumenical co-operation in 
Christian ministry which scarcely has an equal in any other ^ 
place in England. 


From the Methodist Chairman of 
the Liverpool District, 

Dr John Newton 

£ One of my favourite hymns of praise has always been Christ 
Is Our Cornerstone, On Him Alone We Build. I believe that 
the choice of name for the new ecumenical church at Milton 
Keynes strikes exactly the right note, as we draw nearer to one 
another as pilgrims together on the way to the Kingdom. It is in 
Christ that our deepest unity is to be found, and as Bishop King 
of Lincoln used to say: ‘The nearer we draw to Christ, the nearer 
we shall be drawn to one another.’ I hope and pray that this will 
be true of all who share in worship and service in the new ^ 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 


GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 5.30 



Tel: 415003 


The Eternal Refuge 

The Song of Moses (Deuteronomy 33), attributed to him towards 
the end of his life, is of intense interest to historians as representing 
a primitive view of the constitution and characteristics of the 
Israelite tribes. Be that as it may, it ends with an affirmation 
which may reflect Moses’ experience of long years of danger, 
turmoil and endurance in the service of his coutrymen: “The 
Eternal God is your refuge and underneath are the everlasting 
arms.” (v27) And then, the narrator continues: “Moses died and 
was buried in the land of Moab.” 

These words, whatever their historic origin, remain for me one 
of life’s great assurances, upon which we can relax when times are 
hard, feelings low and the future uncertain. Perhaps our Lord 
recalled them when he hung in agony and despair on the Cross at 
Golgotha. Perhaps the disciples recalled them when they strag- 
gled, utterly bereft, back to their lodgings on Good Friday 
evening. Surely the scenes they had witnessed that day would 
have been enough to challenge any belief they held dear — about 
God, about the world, about humanity. And yet, beneath all that 
violence, bitterness, pain and grief, it was still true that the Eternal 
God was their refuge and underneath were the everlasting arms 
— and Easter Day was the proof of it 

Every believer down the ages will have had times when he has 
had cause to question the fundamentals of his faith. But then, 
every believer at such times can become aware of the surrounding 
love and gracious presence of God, of the Eternal refuge and the 
everlasting arms. What was true for Moses can become true for 
us. That indeed is something to sing about 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop ofYork and the author of many 
books. He lives near Banbury. 


OUR WORK IS CARING 



Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has recently opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further homes to cope with the 
growing number of pensioners Who seek our help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of a new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board's charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available from the 
Secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 

7 Little College Street 
4 London SW1P3SF 

Reg. charity 236627 






